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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ANY who of late Years have read 
this Bock, having obſerved in ſun- 
dry Particulars a very near Reſem- 

blance betwixt the 'Time wherein the Reve- 
rend Author lived and this preſent Time, were 
urgent that a new Edition of it might be pu- 


bliſhed. What grievous Sinning amoneſt all 


Ranks then? and how little ſhort of them in 
this Particular are we now ? What heavy Judg- 


ments on all Stations of Men did follow on 


theſe Times of Sinning ? and what Judgments 


are 9% threatned, and in Part actually in- 


fied ? Is not the Lord's Hand lifted up a- 


gainſt us? and does it not ſeem to be fetching 


the fatal Blow ? 


1 


The following Sermons, as they ſhow the 
Connection betwixt grievous Sinning and at- 
ful Fudements, ſo they point out the Way 
how to avoid the Iaſt, even by a ſpeedy and 
ſincere Repentance of the rt. Who knows 
but in this Caſe the Lord may be gracious, and 
repent him concerning his Servants © 
It was once motion'd to introduce this Pu- 
blication with a new Preface, adapted parti- 
cularly to the preſent Time; but, upon nar- 
rowly examining the Author's pile to the 
Reader, it is thought as much ſuited to the 


- Circumſtances of this Time as if it had been 
wrote Yeſterday : And therefore the Reader 
ſhall not be any longer detained here, but 


may proceed to the Reverend Author's own 


EPISTLE To 


it I 


3 . — „„ͤ« 
—— — — 


To the READE] 


y £ HE enſuing Diſtourſe contains the Subſtance 
of ſeindry Sermons preached in a private 
Congregation. Some who heard them, conſider- 
ing the Subjeft-matter treated of, and the Deſign 
in them with reſpect unto the preſent State of 
Things in this Nation, did judge that it might 
be conventent aua ſeaſmable to make then more 
publick, for the Uſe and Benefit of others. But 
knowing how remote I from any fuch Inten- 
tion in their firſt Compoſure, and how ned thay 
were of all Ornaments that e render them 
meet for publick View, Irc willing for a 
Seaſon to comply with their Deſires. Neither 
was it their Iuiportunity (which, as they aid 
not uſe, ſo I ſnouls not in this Cafe Dave valued) 
but their Reaſons that prevarles cb th in to con- 
ſent that they might be puviifned d any that had 
a- mind therennto, which is ai my Concermment 
therein: For they ſaii, That, whereas the 
Land ao herein we live is filled evieh Sin, aud 
various Indications of God's Diſfieaſure rhereon ; 
yet there is an unewemphfied Neglect in calling 
the Inhabitaars of it unto Repentance, for the 
aiverting of impendent Judgments: Zee very 
Heathen, they ſaid, ufon lojs Evidence of the 
Approaches of Divine Vengeance 2/472 is now 
amongſt us, did always ſolemily apply themſelves 
to their Deities for the turning of it away, 
Where: 
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To the Reader. v 
Wherefore this Neglect amongſt us they ſi p po He 
to be of ſuch ill Abode, as that the weakeſt and 
meaneſt Endeavour for Relief under it, might 
be of ſome Uſe ; and of that Nature I cannot but 
eſteem this Diſconrſe to be. 

They aided moreover, That whereas, on vari- 
ons Acconnts, there ars continual Apprehenfions 
of publick Calamities, a Mens T hong hrs are ex» 
erciſed about the Ways of Deliverance from them: 
But, whereas they fix themſetuves on various and 
oppoſite Ways and Means for this End, the Con- 
flift of their Counſels and Deſigus increaſeth our 
Danger, and is like to prove our Ruin. And the 
great Cauſe hereof is a general Ignorance and 
Neglect of the only true Way and Means whereby 
this Nation may be delivered from Deſtruction 


 rimaer the Diſpleaſure of God: For, if their 


"Thoughts did agree and centre therein, as it 
would imſenſibly work them off from their preſent 
mutual deſtructive Animoſities; ſo a4 it is of 


ſuch a Nature, as uon lead them into a Coaleſ- 
cency in thoſe Coumſels, whoſe Fruit wonld be the 


Eſtabliſhment of Truth with Righteouſneſs and 
Peace. Now, this Way is no other but fincere 
Repentance, and univerſal Reformation 2 all 
Sorts of Perſons throughout the Nntio:. 

That this is the only Way for the ſaving of 
this Nation from impendent Judgments and 
waſting Deſolations; rat this Way will be effe- 
Etnal unto that End, when all others ſpall fail, 
is aſſerted and proved in this Diſcourſe, from the 
Authority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, to 
confront the Wiſdom of Politicians, who are 
orherwiſe minded, with a. plain Mord of Truth 


87:4 Power. 


It was hoped alſo by them, that ſome Intima- 
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vi To the Readet, 


tion of their Duty might be hereby given unts 
thoſe who, baving the Miniſterial Overſight of 
the Generality of the People, do divert their Minas 
umto the Conſideration of petty Differences and 
Conteſts, whilſt rhe Fire „ Gods Diſpleaſure ſor 
Sin, is ready to devour their Habitations. And 
the Truth is, if they perſiſt in their Negligence, 
if they give not a publick Evidence ar this Seaſon 
of their Zeal for Repentance and Reformation of 
Life among all Sorts of Perſons, going before them 
in their Example and Endeavours unto the Pro- 
motion of them; I underſtand not how they will 
give an Account of their Truſt and Duty to God 
or Men. 

And therefore, wers I worthy ro give Advice 
to any of my Brethren in the Miniſtry, who are 
in the (ame Condition with my/elf as 19to out- 
ward Circumſtances, it ſhould be this only ; 
Namely, T hat, whilſt others do ſeck to obſtruft 
them in the whole Diſcharge of heir Duty, and 
to deprive the Church of the Benefit of their La- 
bours, they would by their on perſonal Example, 
by peculiar Endeavours in their Congregations, 
among all that hear them, and on every Occaſion, 


ſo preſs the preſent Calls of God unto Repentance, 


ana ſo promote the Work of a viſible Reformation, 
as eminently to help in ſaving of the Nation from 
approaching Judgments, and, therein, of them 
alſo who deſigu their Trouble: % doubt mo? 
tt moſt of them are already engaged and for- 
ward herein 

This ſpall be our Teſtimony, anz our Peace, 
in whatever may befal us in this Wor ll. 

Let us not ſatisfy ourſelves. that our Congre- 
gations are in ſo good 4 Poſture, as that they may 
continue for our Lives, ans ſo be like ill Tenants, 
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To the Reader. vii 


who care not if their Houſes fail upon the Expi- 
ration of the Term of their Intereſt in them. 
That Reparation is required of us, which may 
make them ſerve for ſucceeaing Generations. 
And when any Church is ſo inobſervant of its 
own Decnys, as to be negligent of Endeavour, 


for a proportionable Reformation, if after a 
While any will deliver their own Souls, it miſt 


be by a Departure from them that hate to be re- 
formed. 

It is a fond Imagination, that Churches may 
render their Communion wſeleſs and dangerous, 
only Ly Hereſy, Tyranny, ans falle Worſhip : 
An evil, worldly, corrupt Converſation iz zhe 
Generality of their Members, contrary to the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, not oppoled and contra- 
dicted by a conſtant Endeavour for ſincere Refor- 
mation, is #0 Jeſs ruinous umto the Being of 
Churches than any of theſe other Exils. 

On theſe ana ſuch like Conſiderations, I was 
not unwilling that this plain Diſcourſe hu be 
expoſed to publick View z boping that it might 
ſtir up others of greater Abilities and Opportu- 
nities, ore effeftually to purſue the ſame Deſign. 
do not think it neeaful to make any Apology for 
the Plainneſs both of rhe Matter and Stile in this 


ſmall Treatiſe. 


The leaſt Endeavour to attire a Diſcourſe of 
this Nature with the Ornaments of Speech or 
Language, is even ridiculons; it is more fit to 
'bear the Furrows of Sighs and Tears, than to be 
ſmoothed and flouriſhed with the oily Colours of 
Elegancy and Rhetorick. 

And as for the obvious Plaiuneſ cf the Matter 
contained in it, it is ſuitea, as I judge, unto 
them whoſe Good is principally deſigned therein. 
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Viii To the Reader. 
Plain Men have ſiuned as well as others, tho”, it 
may be, not unto ſo high à Degree, nor in ſuch 
an Outrage of Exceſs. However, on many Con- 
fideratious they are likely firſt ro ſuffer, unleſs 
impendent Judgments are diverted by Repentance. 

I do but a little pleas with every Man for 
bimſelf,, and in his own Cauſe : Neither, however 
wiſe or learued Men may be, is it meet in this 
Caſe to treat them otherwiſe. It is ra no Purpoſe 
ro male a fine Speech unto ſuch as are falling 
into a Lethargy, nor to diſcourſe learnealy f the 
Art of Navigation unto them that are ready to 
periſh in a Storm ; they muſt be plain Words aud 
Plain Thiugs that are forcible in this Caſe, And 
theſe by whom they are aeſpiſed, from any Prin- 
ciple of Self-elation, give but an uncomfortable 
2 of what will be the Iſſue of their 

angers. 

T have no wore to add on the Behalf of this 
Treatiſe. Fare wel. 
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Luke xiii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5- 
ſs There were 1. at that Seaſon, ſome that tola 
= vim of the Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate gad 


' mingled with thetr Sacrifices. | 
Aud Feſus anſwering, ſaid unto them, Suppoſe 
pie that theſe Galileans were Sinners above all 
ſe the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Things ? 
2g T rell you, Nay; but except ye repent, ye ſhall 
he all likewiſe periſs. 
1% Or thoſe Highteen, upon whom the Tower in Si- 
4 . 7 

24 © loam fell, and ftew them; think ye that they 
ma were Sinners above all Men that dwelt in fe- 
a 3 - rulalem? | 
T tell you, Nay; but except ye repent, ye ſball 
er all likewiſe periſh. 


hrs E is a Part and Duty of 2 Wiſdom 
| u 


as alſo an Evidence of a due Reverence 


4 God, to take Notice of Extraordinary Oc- 
currences in the Diſpenſations of his Providence; 
for they are inflrudtive Warnings, and of great 
Importance in his Government of the World. 
In them the Voice of the Lord crietb unto the Ci- 
#y, and the Man of Wiſdom ſoall ſee his Name. 
od there is a Mark left on them, 1 
erſons, who will zot ſee when his Hand is ſo lift- 
ea up. An Example of this Wiſdom is given us 
here in our Bleſſed Saviour, who, on the Report 
that was made unto him of ſome ſevere Provi- 
&enttal Accidents then newly fallen out, gives an 
. Expoſition of the Mind of God in them, with an 
- Application of them unto the preſent Duty of 


them that heard him, and onys therein. 
\ 9 W Some 
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Some Things may be obſerved in general, to 
ive Light into the Context, and the Deſign of our 
e in this holy Diſcourſe. I. The Time 
when the Things mentioned did fall out, and 
wherein our Saviour paſs'd this Judgment on them. 

x. It was a Time of great Sin, of the abounding 
of all Sorts of Sins: The Nation as ſuch, in its 
Rulers and Rule; the Church as ſuch, in its Of- 
ficers, Order and Worſhip; and the Generality 
of the People, in their Perſonal Capacities, were 
all overwhelmed in provoking Sins: | Hypocriſy, 
Oppreſſion, Cruelty, Superſtition, Uncleanneſs, 
Perſecution, Tmpenitency, and Security, all pro- 


ceeding from Unbelief, had filled the Land, and 


defiled it. We have a ſufficient Account of this 
State of Things in the Story of the Goſpel, ſo as 
that it needs no other Confirmation. Yea, ſo wic- 


ked were the People, and ſo corrupt the Church 


Fate, and fo impenitent were the Generality of 
them therein, that it ſuited the Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs of God to revenge on that Generation, 
not only their own Sins, but the Sins alſo of all 
wicked Perſecutors from the Foundation of the 
World; a Thing which he doth not do but on high 
Provocations, Luke 11. 50, 51. That the Blood 
of all the Prophets, which was ed from the 
Founaation of the World, may be required of this 
Generation; from the Blood of Abel, unto the 
Blood of Zacharias, which periſhed between the 
Altar and the Temple: Ferily I ſay unto you, I. 
Hall be required of this Generation, 

There is in this Commination an Appearance 
of Severity, beyond the Rule eſtabliſhed, Exod. 
20. 5, There God declares, That as he is à jea- 
ꝛous God, which Title he aſſumes to himſelf with 


reſpe& unto the higheſt Provocations, that ”w 
will 


ec 
in 

vi 
tie: 
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O will viſit the Iniquity of the Fathers on the Chil- 
Ir drew to the third ana fourth Generation of them 
1c pat hate him: But here the Vengeance and Pu- 
d niſhment due unto the Sins of an hundred Genera- 
n. 710235, is threatned to be inflicted on that which 
8 was preſent. 

ts Something in our Paſſage may be ſpoken for the 
Di- Vindication of Divine Juſtice herein, ſeeing we 
ty may be more concerned in that Divine Commina- 


Ie ; jon than the molt are aware. | 
2 1. The Caſe here is particular. That in the 


ſs,  Commandraent reſpects the Common Caſe of all 
ro- falſe Worſhippers, and their Poſterity ; but this re- 
nd * ſpects Perſecution unto Blood and Death of the 
his true Worſhippers of God. Now, tho? God be 
as very much provoked with the Sins of faife Mor- 
vic- 


ſippers, yet he can either bear with them, or paſs 
ch- over their Sins with leſſer Puniſhments, or at leaſt 
of for a long Seaſon ; but, when they come to Per- 
and ſecution and the Blood of them who worſhip him 
ion, in Spirit and in Truth, in his appointed Seaſon he 
{ all will not ſpare them; their own, and the Iniqui- 
the ties of their Predeceſſors, ſhall be avenged on them 
1igh which will be the End of the Antichriſtian Church. 
Joo State, after all its preſent Triumph. 
the 2. All thoſe who from the Beginning of the 
this orld ſuftered unto Blood, on the Account of 
the Religion, ſuftered iz the Canſe of Chriſt, for their 
; the Faith in him, and Conſeſſion of him, namely, as 
u, It he was promiſed unto the Church. Unto him and 
his Office did Abel, by Faith, bear Teſtimony in 
the bloody Sacrifice that he. offered. So it is faid 
that 1o/es, in his Danger for killing the Fg ypti- 
1 jea - an, bare the Reproach of Chriſt, becauſe he did 
with I in Faith of the Promiſed Seed, which was Chrif. 
t he They were therefore all {ſlaw in the Cauſe of 
ai B 2 Chriſt : 


rance 
Exod. 


this Cry ſhall be continued until the appointec 


1 

Chriſt : And whereas this Generation was to lay 
Chriſt himſelf, and did ſo, they did therein ap- 
prove of, and juitify all the Blood that was ſhed 
in the ſame Cauſe from the Foundation of the 
World, and made themſelves juſtly liable unto 
the Puniſhment due unto it. Hence our Saviour 
tells them, Matth. 23. 35. That They, the Men 
of that Generation, few Zechariah, who was 
actually ſlain many hundred Years before. 

3. Our bleſſed Saviour mentions Abel and Ze- 
chariab particularly, This Zechariah, called the 
Son of ZBarachias, was undoubtedly the Zecha- 
riabh mentioned 2 Chr. 24. 20, 21, 22. For con- J a 
cerning thofe two alone it is obſerved, That tbdbe 
one dead, and the other 4˙¹g, cried for Venge» _ « 
ance. So God teſtifieth of the Blood of Abel, 
Gen. 4. 10 And Zechariah, when he died, ſaid, 
The Jord look upon it, and require it. Hence the 
Apoſtle affirms, That Abel being dead, yer ſpeaks, + 
H- H. 11. 4. that is, his Blood did ſo; it did ſo then, t 
and it ſpake for Vengeance, as he intimates, Chap. 

12. 24. It did ſo before, and until the Deſtruction | Y 
of Fervſalem: For, in the Rejection and abſolute p 
Deſtruction of that apoſtarized Church and a 
People, the Blood of all that ſuſtered under the ft 
Old Teſtament was expiated; Abel's Blood cries 
no more; nor doth God look any more on the 
Blood of Zechariah, to require it. 

But the ſame Voice and Cry is now continued 
by another Sort of Men, namely, thoſe who have 
ſuftered in the Cauſe of Chriſt ſince his Coming 
according ta the Promiſe, Rev. 6.9, 10. And 


Time doth come for the utter Deſtruction of the * 
Autichriſtian apoſtatized Church- State. 8 
4. When a ſinful Church or People have pete 
the 


paſles 


1 


the utmoſt Bounds of Divine Patience and For- 
bearance, they thall fall into ſuch abomuinable cry- 
ing Sins and Provocations, as ſhall render the ut- 
moſt Vengeance beneath their Delerts, So Yoſe- 

hus affirms of this Generation, after they had 
rejected and ſlain the Lord Chriſt, that they fell 


into ſuch an Hell of provoking Abominations, 
that, if the Romans bad not come and geſtroyea 


them, God would have ſent Fire and Brimſtone 
upon them from Heaven, as he did on Sodom. 

And we may by the Way oblerve from hence, 

It is a dangerous Thing to live tm the Ties of 
declining Churches, when they are haſtning unto 
their fatal Period in Fudgments; ſuch as will in- 
evitably befal them all and every one, 

And it is ſo, for theſe three Reaſons : 

1. Becaule ſuch Times are perilous, through 
Temprations from the abounding of rh , Luſts of 
en, in all Uncleanneſs and Wickedneſs. So 


the Apoſtle ſtates it, 2 Tim. 3. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. If 


any think they are free from Danger, becauſe as 
yet they feel no Evil, whillt h Luſfts of Men 
profeſling Chriſtian Religion, viſibly and openly 


abound and rage in the World, they will be mi- 
ſtaken. 


* 2. Tho' Deſtruction do not immediately befal 


them, yet when they have paſſed the Time of Di- 

vine Patience, deſigning their Reformation, they 
ſhall precipitate themſelves into b/oo2y Abomina- 
tions, as did the Church of the Jes. 


3. Judgment ſhall at length overtake them, and 


|, God will revenge on them the Sins and Provoca- 


tion, eſpecially the Perſecutions and Blood of them 


that went before them, and led them into their 


Apoſtaſy. So when he ſhall come to deſtroy My- 


* ſical Babylon, or the Antichriſtian Church: State, 


it 


Hain upon the Earth, Rev. 18. 24. Even the 


( 14 
it is aid, that in her was found the Blood of the 
Prophets, and of Saints, and of all that were 


Blood of Saints, that was ſhed by Pagan Rome, 
ſhall be avenged on Antichriſtian Rome, after 
ſhe bath eſpouſed the Caule, and walked in the 8 
Way of the other, juſtifying in her own Practice t 
what they had done. | 2 
IL. It was a Zime wherein Fudgments were near h 
approaching; ſo our Saviour himſelf affirms it to 4 
have been, Luke 19. 42, 43, 44. Haaſt thou knows: * 
in this thy Day. They had now but a Day, o 
and that now almoſt ready to expire, tho? they 
ſaw it not, nor would believe it. But the Day of . 
their Deſolation approached continually, and, er 
when the Apoſtle wrote his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 1 
was making its Entrance upon them, Chap. ing 
Io. 25. Ye ſeo the Day approaching. And we 
may hence learn, That, Ar 
1. In the approaching of deſolating Fudgment el 
on a ſinful provoking Church or Nation, God is | tiot 
pleaſed to give previous Intimations of his Diſ- | but 
Pleaſure, as well in the Works. of Providence, AF « 
as by the Rule of his Word. Such were thoſe here of 


ſo interpreted by our Saviour in ſuch a Seaſon. or 

This, I fay, is the ordinary Proceſs of Divine Whe 
Providence; and, it may be, no Nation, Heathen fille; 
or Chriſtian, ever utterly periſhed without Di- Thi 


vine Warnings of their approaching Delolation. 
Some indeed ſeem to be taken away with a ſudden ra 
Surpriſal, as God threatneth, P/a7. 58. 9, 10, 11. ſuch 
But this is from their own Security, and not for 24 
want of Warnings. So the 0/4 World, before the "Te t 
Flood, had Warnings ſufficient of their De- 1. 
ſtruction, by the Preaching of Noah, and the 0 
Building of the Ark, by which he condemnel the Hoc 
World, : 


15 


Mord, Heb. 11. J. or leſt them unexcuſable to 


Divine Vengeance: Vet they took no Notice of 
theſe Things, but were ſurpriſed with the Flood, 


as if they had never heard or {een any Thing 


that ſhould give them Warning of it, as our 
Saviour declares, Mat. 24. 38, 39. And, when 
the Time comes of the [Deſtruction of Myſtical 


Babylon, ſhe ſhall fay in that very Day wherein 
her 


Judgments come upon her, 1 ſir as a Queen, 
and ſpall ſee no Sorrow ; notwithſtanding all her 
Warning in the pouring out of the Vials of previ- 


ous Judgments, Rev. 18. 7, 8. 


2. It is the Heightof Security in ſuch a Time 
and Seaſon, either to neglect the Conſideration of 
extraordinary Providences, or to miſinterpret 
them as unto any Thing but Tokens of approach- 


- ing Fudgments if not prevented. 
's Nothing can be queſtioned herein without an 
Arraignment of the Divine Wiſdom of our Lord 
at Jeſus Chriſt, in the Interpretation and Applica- 
is tion that he makes of thele Accidents. No doubt 
F ; but they were neglected and deſpiſed by the zeſt, 
e, As common Things ; to take any great Notice 
re Of ſuch Occurrences, is eiteemed Prſillanimity 
or Superſtition, So it is by many at this Day, 
ne Wherein all Things, as we ſhall ſee afterwards, are 
„en Mled with Tokens of Divine Diſpleaſure. But 
i. Things will come ſhortly unto another Account; 
on. in the mean Time it is ſafe to follow this Divine 
Jen Example, ſo as to find out ſacred Warnings in 
11. fuch providential Occurrences. 
for zaly, The Providential Accidents ſpoken of, 
the We two, and of two Sorts. 
De- 1. Thefirſt was that wherein he bloody Cruel. 
che 1 of Men had an Hand; the Galileaus, whoſe 
tie Mood Pilare had mingled with their Sacrifices. 


9, 


When 
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When this was done, on what Occaſion, and 
what was the Number of the Perſons ſo ſlain, the 
Scripture is filent. However it is certain that it 
was done at Jeruſalem; for Sacrifices might not 
be offered anywhere elſe. Thither came the Ga- 
lileans with their Sacrifices ; that is, either the 
Beafis which they brought to the Prieſts to offer 
for them, for they might not offer Sacrifices them- 
ſelves ; or the Paſchal Lamb, which they might 
ſlay themſelves. 

Whilſt they were engaged in this Work, Pilate 
he bloody Roman Governor, on what Occaſion or 
Provocation is unknown, came upon them, and 
{lew them in a crucl Manner, intimated in that Ex- 
preſſion, that Ve mingled their Blood with their | « 
Sacrifices, And this Providence is the more re- $ 
markable, in that it fell out whilſt they were en- * 
gaged in their facred Worſhip; which carries an; | 
Indication of Divine Severity. And it may be g 
there was, as it is in the Ruin of Mankind every * y 
Day, Occaſion taken for it, from the Difference 1 
that was between two wicked Governors, Pi lat! $ . 

al 


and Herod, unto whoſe Juriſdiction theſe Galili 
ans did belong, in whoſe Blood Pilate thought © 
to revenge himſeif on his Enemy. However, 
they both combin'd at laſt in the Killing of Chriſt, | 
as others uſe to do in the World; and ſo mad: 

themſelves Friends, leaving their Example unt! 
their Succeſlors. 
2. The other was a mere Effect of Divin ac 
Providence, the Death of eighteen Men by tit 
fall of a Tower in Siloam; that is, a Place « 92 
Waters, and a running Stream in Feruſalem! 
ſelf. And our Lord Jeſus Chriſt declares herein : 
& 


not only that all fuch Accidents are diſpoſed b 


2. 


the Providence of God ; but that he ſpeaks in 


I dem tor our Initruction, 

2 Boch theſe, as they were Warnings, as we 
mall fee, ſo they were Figures of the approaching 
Js Deſtruction of the City and People: For that in 
tte firlt Place is the Periſhing here intended, as is 


- manifeſt in the enſuing Tarable, wherein the 
to $ Churcheſtate of the Zews is compared unto a 
6 { barren Fig-tree, which was to be cut down and 
nt deſtroyed. And accordingly that Deſtruction did 
> befal them, partly by the Hονjẽ Cruelty of the 
> Romans, and partly by the Fall and Ruin of the 
OF > Temple, "owers, and Walls of the City, both 
and included in the Word, like. ,s; ve ſhall likewiſe 
Ex- periſb, or in like Manner. But altho' they were 
PEW of various Kinds, and Men might evade the Con- 
ſideration of them on ſeveral Pretences, the one 
en being nothing but the ryrannical Fury of Pilate, 
es an] the other only a ſomewhat unuſual Accident ; 
y be yet our Lord Jeſus Chriſt finds out the Hand and 
Very Counſel of God in them both, and declares the 
2 ſame Language to be ſpoken in them both. Signs 
iat! of the ſame Event are doubled, to ſhew the Cer- 


alt tainty of it, like Pharaoh's Dreams. 

ought And we may obſerve, That, 

_—_ | Firſt, Al Sorts of unuſual Accidents, or Effefts 
br) jj af Providence in a Seaſon of Sin and approaching 
mad fuagments, are of the ſame Indication, and 
unte 


gut to have the ſame Interpretation. 
Fo is the ſame Application made of both theſe 
wor ferent Signs and Warnings by our Saviour; 
by ik They have, ſaith he, the ſame Language, the ſame 
lace © Fignification. There was notbing at this Time 
alem! ore hardned the Fews unto their utter Ruin, 
mv an the falſe Application they made of provi- 
oſed tial Signs and Warnings, which were multi- 
—_ iy plied 


18 ) 'Y 
lied among them, as boding their Good and De- 
—— when they were all Tokens of their ap- 
roaching Ruin. For, when ſuch Things are re- 
jected as Warnings calling to Repentance and Re- 
formation, as they were by them on a Preſump- 
tion that they were Signs of God's Appearance 
on their Behalf, they became to be nothing but - 
certain Forerunners of greater Judgments, and 
infallible Tokens of Deſtruction ; and ſo they will 
be to them likewiſe by whom they are yet deſpiſed, 
Secondly, God is 5 2 ometimes to give War- 
nings of approaching Fuagments, not only as un- 
#0 the Matter of them, that they ſhall be accom- 
anied with Severity; but alſo as unto the eſpe- * 
cial Nature and Manner of them: So was it 
with theſe two _ of Blood by the Sword, and n 
Death by the Fall of the Tower, repreſenting, h 
as in a Glaſs, that common ity which was 
to befal the City and Nation. And I pray God ta 
that the prodigious Appearance of fiery Mereors, 90 
like Swords, Armies, and Arms, with other 
Things of like Nature, may not be ſent to point ye 
out the very Kind and Nature of the Judgment I ch. 
Which are coming on England if not diverted; ly, 
for as to theſe Signs, not only the Scripture, but Pe 
all Heather Stories, are filled with an Account of © | 
them. Before the Approach of defolating Jude 
ents, Nature, the common Parent of Mankind, tip: 
30 always put forth itſelf in irregular, unuſus Ge: 
— 4 in fiery Meteors, Comets, Earthquakes, me 
e Appearances in the Air, Voices heard, cia 
ind the like. Su 
The brute Elements tremble at the Approaches 
God in his Judgments againſt the Inhabitant! e 
the Earth; fo the Prophet expreſſeth it, Hal «| 
10. The Mountains ſaw thee and , ö 
ih © 


7 


„ T 4 1 

Þ- * rhe Overflowings of the Water paſſed by, the 
A Deep uttered his Voice, and lift up his Hand on 
Le- High. 

Np- They are as it were caſt into a Poſture of Trem- 
ace bling and Supplication. And Aſchylus an Heathen 
but © Poet in Fuſtin Martyr, 


and 

will Tpiyucs J opny xa Y nat m:Awpios 
ſled, Bbl9%; $aadoons, xnopiar Log {EY Hy 
Var- Ora eU Ver ume Seomrore: 
- 


com- Men the dreadſul Eye of God (in his Provi- 
elbe dence) is /ifted up, all Things tremble before it. 
as t Thirdly, In the Interpretation and Application 
and made of theſe ſevere Accidents by our Saviour in 
ring, his Divine Wiſdom, we may obſerve, 
1 was I. Eſpecial Fudgments in ſuch a Seaſon, be- 
God falling any, do not prove an eſpecial Guilt or Pro- 
reori, wocation in them. 
other This our Saviour expreſly denies, and that with 
point. yeſpe&t unto both the Inſtances inſiſted on, and 
ment that diſtinctly, v. 2, 4. I do not hence abſolute- 
erted ; ly eſtabliſh a general Rule as unto all Times and 
e, but Perſons: For, 
unt of 1. The Obſervation is here confined and limi 
Ju Kot ſuch a Seaſon as that under Conſidera 
nkind, Win, namely, a Time of provoking Sins in th 
nuſus) Generality of the People, and approaching Judg 
juakes, ments. In ſuch a Seaſon no A lignation of eſpe 
heard, Cial Guilt ought to be made on eſpecial calamitou 
Suftferings. 
roaches 2. Some Perſons may be guilty of ſuch darin, 
abitant! Meſumptuous Sins, that, if they are overtaken wit] 
pecial Judgments in this World, it is the Heigh 
Impiety not to own the elpecial ns" 
2 an 
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Hand of God in their Deſtruction; ſuch was the 
Death of Herod, Acts 12. 22, 23. 

II. Zudgments on private Men in ſuch a Senſon 
are Warnings to the Publick. This is intimated 
by our Saviour in this Place ; namely, That God 
uſes a Sovereignty herein, by ſingling out whom he 
pleaſeth to make them Examples unto others: 
This, faith he, was the ſole Reaſon, as far as you 
are concerned to judge or know, why God 
brought theſe fore Deſtructions upon them, name- 
ly, That by theſe Warnings he might call you to 
Repentance. Yet I judge God doth not ordinarily 
exerciſe his Sovereignty in this Kind, unleſs it be 
when all have delerved to be deliroyed ; and then, 
as in the Sedition and Mutiny of Military Le- 
gious, they decimated them, or {lew ſome for an 
Example aud Terror unto others: So God calls 
out of a guilty Multitude whom he pleaſeth, to 
make previous Inltanccs of approaching Judg- 
ments. | 


III. Thoſe tho firſt fall under ꝓuagments are 


not always the xworſt that qudgments ſhall beſal, 
70r are the firſt Fudgments uſually the moſt ſevere ; 
ſo it is plain in theſe Inſtances. And, becauſe we 
have Inſtances of this Nature amongſt us, we 
ſhould conſider how to make a right Judgment 
concerning them: And theſe three Things we 
may ſafely determine; 

Theſe Things t. That thoſe who ſuffered were 
were ſpoken on Sinners allo, tho? they were not ſo 


the bur nine of on! or in an U f l 
r 0 elpectal Manner 
ſeveral Perfors 5 P 


toDeath,in one l , _ 
of the late Fires tion of the Jultice of God. 
in London, 2. That he who hath made them 


Watnings unto us, might have made us War 


. , 
ning 


This Is neceſſary unto the Vindica- 
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 _ xings unto them; herein his Sovereignty and 
Mercy towards us who eſcape, is manifeſt. 

1 3. That we alſo have an Hand in that Guilt 
d forerunning ſuch Providences, ſo far as there is 
d any Thing penal in them : For ſuch private pre- 
1E vious Judgments are the Effect of publick Y ovo- 
5 1 Cartons. 

Ju Fourrhly, Here is a ſure Rule given us of the 
od Interpretation of ſevere Provigencès in ſuch a Sea- 
je- ſon as that here intended: Such I mean as we have 


to _ had amongl: us, in Plague, and Fire, and 21004; 
ily q and ſuch as we bave the Signs and Tokens of at 
this Time in Heaven and Earth. For three Things 
en, we are here taught ſafely to conclude concerning 
Le- them; 
an 1. That they are Warnings from God. This 
alls our Saviour plainly declares in the Interpretation 
to and Application of theſe two Inſtances. 
1dg- 2. That their Voice and Language is a Call to 
| mnt ani Reformation: Except ye repent, 
are C. 
al, 5 3. When they are neglected as Warnings, cal- 
ere; ling to Repentance, they change their Nature, 
e we And become certain S/gns of approaching Deſtru- 
we Etion. And, in the Obſervation of theſe Rules of 
nent Interpretation of providential Severities given us 
s we 2 our Saviour, we may be preſerved from the 
| xceiles of neglecting on the one Hand what is 
were Contained in them, and of raſh judging of Men 
ot ſo or Cauſes on the other. 
noer. _ Theſe Things being premiſed for the opening 
1dica- Of the Words, the Truth wherein we are inſtru— 
| Red by them, appears to be this; | 
them © | 
ar- © When a Land, a Nation, a City, a Church, is 
ning: Hied with Sin, ſo as that God gives them War- 
nings 


- 
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rings or Indications of his Diſpleaſure by previ- 
ous Fudgments, or other extraordinary Signs ; if 
they are not as Warnings complied withal by Re- 
pentance and Reformation, they are Tokens of 
approaching Fudgments that ſhall not be auoided. 


This is that ſacred Truth which our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt doth here recommend to our Obſervation. 
It is the great Rule of Divine Providence, with 
the 1 Seal of our Lord Chriſt annexed to 
it; rell you, Nay, but unleſs you repent, you 
ſpall all likewiſe periſþp. When Warnings for In- 
ſtruction are not received, they are Tokens of De- 
ſtruction. This is a Truth which none almoſt de- 
ny, and none almoſt believe, Had it been belie- 
ved, many deſolating Judgments in former Ages 
had been prevented, Nations and Cities ſhould 
have abode in Proſperity, which are now ſunk in- 
to Ruin, yea, into Hell. See Zake 19. 41, 42, 
43, 44. Mat. 11. 57 And, were it believed in the 
Days wherein we live, it would be the Means of 
ſaving a poor Nation ſrom otherwiſe inevitable 
Ruin. The State is ſo with us, that, e we re- 
pent, we ſhall periſh. I do not preſcribe unto the 
Sovereignty of God in his providential Adminiſtra- 
tions: He can, if he pleaſe, ſuffer all his War- 
nings to be deſpiſed, all his Calls neglected, yea, 
ſcofted at; and yet exerciſe Forbearance towards 
us as unto a ſpeedy Execution of Judgment. But 
wo unto them with whom he ſo deals; for it hath 
only this End, That they may have a Space to fill 
up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, and ſo be fit- 
ted for eternal Deſtruction, Rom. 9. 22. 

There is a threefold Iſſue and Event of the 
State we have deſcribed. 


1. When a ſinful Church or Nation ſo attend 


unto 


ſ 
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> unto God's Warnings in previous Fudgments, and 
other Signs of his Diſpleaſure, as to comply with 


f them by Repentance and Reformation, this is a 
by bleſſed Iſſue which will certainly divert all impen- 
f dent Judgments ; as ſhall be afterwards declared. 
. 2. When by Reaſon of the Neglect of them, 
and want of Compliance with them, God doth 
18 bring Diſtreſs and Calamities upon a People in ge- 
n . neral, this is a ſad Event. But however, under 
h it God doth often preſerve a Seed and Remnant, 
to + which being brought through the Fire, and there. 


on by purged and purifted, tho? but as a poor and af- 
> flifted People, yet they ſhall be preſerved as a 
Je- Seed and Reſerve for a better State of the Church. 
je- See Zech. 13. 8, 9. Ja. 6. 11, 12, 13. Chap. 14. 
lie- 6. Chap. 24. 13. Zeph. 3. 12. Ezek. 5. 2, 12. 

3. When God utterly forſakes a People, will 
regard them no more, but give them up unto . 
in-  4olatry, falſe Morſpip, and all Sorts of Wicked- 

neſs; when he ſays, Why ſhould you be ſtricken 
the any more? you will revolt more and more; this is 
the foreſt of Judgments. Wo unto them, faith the 
Y Lord, when 1 depart from them, Hoſea 9. 12. 
Of ſuch a People there ſhall be neither Hope nor 
Remnant, Ezek. 47. 11. Who would not rather 
ſee a Nation ſuffering under ſome K as 
the Effects of God's Diſpleaſure for the Neglect of 
Dis Warnings, whereby it may be purged and pu- 
fified and reſtored, than to be left under IJaolatry 
and all Manner of Wickedneſs for ever ? 
But the Way is here propoſed for the Avoid- 
ance of theſe Evils. And theſe Things will be 
more fully ſpoken unto afterwards. 
I ſhall firſt give ſome Evidences of the Truth 
kid down, and then the Reaſon of it, which will 
= Way for what I principally intend. : 


A 
AF. 
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I ſhall not inſiſt on Fo, eſpecial Kind of War- 
nings or Signs here mentioned, but only on the 
general Nature of Divine Warnings by the Word 
or otherwiſe, in ſuch a Seaſon as wherein an a- 
bounding of Sin is accompanied with great Evi- 
dences of approaching Judgments. 

1. According unto this Rule was the Dealing of 
God with the o World, which is ſet forth unto 
us for an Example; lee 1 Per. 3. 20. with 2 Pet, 

2. 5. 

The Men of the o World were a ſinful pro- 
voking Generation. God gave them Warning of 
his Diſpleaſure by the Preaching of Noah, and? 
other Ways; during his Miniſtry, the Lovg-ſuffe-Þ | 
ring of God waited for their Reperzance and Re- 
formation. For this was the End both of the Sea- 
ſon, and of the Miniſtry granted unto them there- 
in: But, when it was not complied withal, he, 
brought he Flood on thoſe ungodly Men. 

2. So he dealt with the Church under the Ola 
Teſtament. A ſummary Account is given of it, f 
2 Chron. 36. 15, 16, 17. After a Contempt of al 
God's previous Warnings, with a Neglect of Re- h 
pentance and Reformation, the Time came when _, 
there was zo Remedy, but the City and Temple 7, 
muſt be deſtroyed, and the People be partly lain, 7 


1 
a 
t 

1 


and partly carried into Captivity. Accordingly 
there is a general Rule eſtabliſhed for all Time 
and Seaſons, Prov. 29. 1. by 

3. Neither have his Dealings been otherwil 2 
with the Churches of the New Teſtament, AA 
thoſe of the firſt Plantation have been ruined and p,. 
deſtroyed by the Sword of God's Diſpleaſure, for , 
Impenitency under Divine Calls and Warnings. 
4. God gave an eminent Inſtance hereof in th? 
Miniſtry of Feremiah the Prophet; he gives * 1 
[4 63 
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F the Law of his Prophecy, Chap. 18. 7, 8. At what 
I Inſtant I ſpall [peak concerning a Nation, and con- 


4 cerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, 
" and to deſtroy it ; t has Nation againſt whom I have 
pronounced, turn from their Evil, I will 8 of 
j of the Evil that I thought to ao unto them. Here is 
NO the whole of the Truth laid down repreſented unto 
bet. us. The Nation and Kingdom eſpecially inten- 
ded, was that of the People and Church of the 
Pro - Fes: Concerning them it is ſuppoſed, that they 
were evil, that Sin abounded amongſt them. In 
and this State God gave them Warning by the Mini- 
ufte- try of Feremiah, as he did otherwiſe alſo. The 
Ke. Voice of theſe Warnings was, That they ſhould 
Sea - repent them of their Evil, and reſorm their Ways; 
dere on a Suppoſition whereof, he promiſes to remove 
L he the Judgments which they had deſerved, and 
which were impendent over them: Upon their 
Ol Failure herein, he declares that fearful Deſolation 
of u, ſhould befal them, as it did afterwards, v. 16, 17. 
of al, According to this Rule the Prophet perſiſted in 
{ — his Miniſtry. The Sum of his Sermons was this; 
W 


Ht is a Time of great Sin and Provocation, theſe 
empl: and theſe are your Sins; theſe are evident Tokens 
ſlain, F God's Diſpleaſure againſt you, and of the near 
ee of aeſolating udg ments. In this 
Times Frate repent, return and reform your Ways, and 
„ You ſhall be delivered; in caſe you do not, utter 
nerwil 3 ur ſball come upon you. 
t. Al 2% But the Princes, the Prieſts, and generally all the 
ied an people, ſet themſelves againſt him herein, and 
ire, fol would not believe his Word. 


ungs. And by three Things they countenanced them- 
in the felves in their Unbelief and Impenitency; that 
yes * ey ſhould be delivered, altho' they did not re- 


ent nor reſorm their Ways. 
K 7ſt I By 
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1 1ſt, By their Privileges ; That they were the 
1 only Church and People of God, who had the 
ö Temple and his Worſhip amongſt them: As if 
they ſhould ſay, The beſt Reformed Church in the 
World. This they directly confront his Miniſtry 
withal, Chap. 7. 3, 4. They fear none of his 
1 Threatnings, they deſpiſe his Counſel for their 
1 Safety, approve their Ways and their Doings, be- 
cauſe they were the Church, and had the Temple 
i for their Security. 
| 24ly, By their own Strength for War, and their f 
Defence againſt all their Enemies. They R 4 
in their Wi/Zom, their Might, and their Riches; t 
as he intimateth, Chap. 9. 23. 1 
34ly, By the Help and Aid which they expe- 
cted from others, eſpecially from Agyp:. And b 
herein they thought once that they had prevailed < 
againſt him, and utterly diſprov'd his Rule of Safety 1 
by Reformation only; for when the Chaldeans © 
beſieged the City, by whom the Judgments he had FY 
threatned them withal were to be executed, Tes. o; 
raoh the King of Egypr coming up againſt them,” , 
they departed from 7eruſalem for Fear of hi, tec 
Army, Chap. 37. 5, 11, Hereon, no doubt, they 5 | 


triumphed againſt him, and were ſatisfied that 
their own Way for Deliverance was better than 1. 
that troubleſom Way of Repentance and Refor- A 
mation which he preſerib d unto them. But be 1 
knew from whom he had his Meſſage, and wha - 
would be the Event of the falſe Hopes and Joy; gay 
which they bad entertained : So he tells them, v. 9, wh; 
10. Deceive not your ſebves, ſaying, T he Chaldeans gi 
Hall ſurely depart from us; for they ſhall not di. 
part: For tho you had ſmitten the whale Arn 
of the Chaldeans that fight againſt you, and ther! 


remained but wounded Men amon gſt — 1 
o, 3 


# © * 
„ 
* 


1 5 7 
* © frould they viſe up every Man in his Tent, and 
i burn this City with Fire. Which accordingly 
. came to paſs. 

; And ſo will it be with any other People, againſt 
TY all Pleas and Pretences to the contrary. 
Let the Caſe be ſtated according as it is laid 
de- down in the Propoſition, and explained in the In- 

7 ſtance of Jeremiah. 
e Suppoſe a Church or People do abcνj,jjAd with 

e. Sins ; that during the Time of God's 
rr Patience towards them, and Warning of them, 
A 1 there are Signs and Tokens of his Diſpleaſure, 
905 5 and of impendent Judgments ; let them feed them- 
ſelves ſo long as they pleaſe with Hopes of Deli- 
, f Ferance and Safety, unleſs they comply with the 
An 4 Calls of God unto Repentance and Reformation, 
alled ey will fall under deſolating Judgments, or be 
afety utterly forſaken of God for ever. | 
jean The Grounds and Reaſons of this Rule and Or- 
e ad ger in Divine Diſpenſations are many, plain and 
T obvious, which I ſhall not at large inſiſt upon. 
them,” I ſhall only at preſent mention ſome of them, 
F FU" Wcauſe thoſe of the moſt Evidence and Impore 
> the] gince will accrue afterwards unto our Conſideration. 


d tba 1. This Rule of proceeding is ſuited unto the 

x that ghteonſneſs of God in the Government of the 

. la, in the inbred Light of the Minds of Men. 
u 


dis Notion, That Zudement or Divine Venge- 
d Wi Are will overtake impenitent Sinners, who have 
1d Jo en Previou/iy warne of their Sin, is that 
n, p. » Which we are not taught, which we do not learn 
aldeas Fm one another ; which is not only the Voice of 
not a. vine Revelation, but that which is born 2th 
e A which is inſeparable from our Nature: The 
ud the" bt and Conviction whereof, neither with re- 
Mek unto ourſelves or others, we can avoid. 
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This is the Voice of Nature in Mankind: Impe- 
nitent Sinners, incurable by Warnings, are the 
2 Objects Divine 2 A99y eo And the 
abſolute Impunity of ſuch Perſons would be a great 
Temptation unto Atheiſm, as the Suſpenſion of 
deſerved Judgments on provoking Sinners is with 
ſome at this Day. But ordinarily and finally, God 
will not act contrary unto the inbred Notions of 
his Righteouſneſs, the Government of the World, « 
which he himſelf hath implanted in the Minds of 
Men. But as for the Times, Seaſons and Ways 
of the Execution of his Judgments, he hath re-] 
{erved them unto his own Sovereignty. ao 7 
2. It is needful unto the Vindication of the 4 
Fairhfulneſs of God in his T hreatnings given out 
by Divine Revelation. By this he hath always, 
from the Beginning of the World, teſtified unto. « 
0 
b 


"4 


his own Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, whereof they 
are the molt proper Expreſſions. Thoſe firſt re. 
corded of them are in the Prophecy of Enoch, 
Jude 14. 15. and they have been ſince continued ef 
in all Ages. But whereas the Wiſdom of God, 
acting in Righteouſneſs, bath been accompanied ar 
with Patience and Forbearance in the Accomplilh 2 
ment of theſe Threatnings, there have been anc 
yet are Mockers and Scoffers at theſe Divin 
Threatnings, as tho? they were a mere Noiſe, © 
no Efficacy or Signification. So the Apoſtle d 
clares the Thoughts of the Minds of Men pe r 
fan and ungodly, 2 Pet. 3. 3, 4. Wbereſore the: fo 
is a Co::4ecency unto the Divine Excellencies, th. '$ 
God in his own Way and Time ſhould vindica' . 
his Faithfulneſs in all his Threatnings. 1 
3. God hereby manifeſts himſelf to be a Go 
hearing Prayers, regarding the Cries of his pus 


and diſtreſſed Witneſſes in the World. Wien 1:8 
0. 


| 


„World abounds in provoking Sins, eſpecially in 


e Blood and Perſecution, there is a conjunct Cry 
\e unto God, of thoſe that bave ſuffered, and thole 
at that do ſuffer, in Heaven and Earth, for Vengeance 
of on obſtinate, impenitent Sinners. See Luke 18. 


th 7, 8. with Rev. 6. 10. The Voices of all thoſe, 
od I ſay, who have ſuffered unto Death in foregoing 
; of _ _ Ages for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, and are now in 
rid, „ Heaven, in a State of Expectancy of compleat 
; of Glory, with all thoſe of them whole Sighs and 
rays _ © Grones under their 9 do at preſent a- 
 re- ¶ ſcend unto the Throne of God, have this Senſe in 
them by Divine Interpretation, That Puniſbment 
the be inflifted on impenitent Sinners; as is plainly 
out expreſſed by our Saviour in that Place of the Go- 
vays, ſpel, affirming, that he will avenge his Elect ſpee- 
unto. dily who cry unto him Day and Night. Herein 
they God will vindicate his Glory, as the God that 
t re. bears Prayers. | 
noch, 4. A Senſe of this Divine Truth is a great and 
rinuely eftectual Means of God's Rule in the Hearts of 
God, Men in the World; ſetting Bounds to their Luſts, 
paniec and reſtraining that Superfſuity of Wickedneſs and 


npliſ. illany, which would otherwiſe take away the 
en ani Diſtinction, as to Sin, between the Earth and Hell. 
Divin If Men can at any Time free themlelves from the 
oiſe, « Terror and reſtraining Power of this Conſidera. 


tle k don, That Vengeance is always approaching to- 
en pr Wards impenitent Sinners, there is nothing ſo vile, 
re the! fo profane, ſo flagitious, as that they would not 
es, thi eo! give up themſelves unto it, Eccl. 8. 11. 
indie: Pecauſe Judgment is not ſpeedily executed againſt 
u evil Work, the Heart of the Sons of An is 
holly ſer in them to 4o Evil. And God knows, 
hat, if Impunity in this World ſhould always 
company provoking Sinners, the Temptation 
would 


— —- 


d 0 
would be too ſtrong and powerſul for the Faith of 
weak Believers ; which he will therefore relieve by 7 
frequent Inſtances of his Severity. b: 
In a ſucceſſive Continuation of #revions Futg- | . 
ments on impenitent Sinners, there is an incontroul- © 74 


able Evidence given of the Certainty of that n Jr 
FJungment which all Mankind ſhall be called unto. 


So the Apoſtle proves it, and intimates that it is WW, 
a fooliſh Thing, the Effect of Obitinacy in Sin, 117 
if Men do not learn the certain Determination 4¹ 


and Approach of the eternal Judgment, from the 4. 
Drowning of the Ola World, the Conflagration of J 0 
S0o40m, with the like Inſtances of Divine Severity, ®# 
3 Pet. 2. 3. fro; 

My preſent Enquiry hereon is, What is our | 7 
own Concernment in theſe Things? What are we #7 
for our own Good to learn by the b/eged Inſiru- } 199) 
Hion given us by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his 9 
Interpretation of the proviaential Occurrences * 8. 
mentioned in the Text? 

And this I ſhall manifeſt by an impartial En- Wal, 
quiry into the Things enſuing. + 

1. When aoth a Church, a Nation, a People & C 
or City ſo aboim in Sin, as to be immediately 4% 4 
and directly concerneũ tn this Divine Warning ? woe, 
an what in particular is the Caſe of the Nation K 
wherein we live, and our own-therein ? A 

2. Of what Sort are thoſe deſotating Fudgment: | and P 
aich in one Ny and Senſe or another are im. 
pendent with , ef unto ſuch a Church or Na- 
tion, and conſequently unto ourſelves at this \ 
Seaſon ? | 

3 What Warnings, Calls and Indications 2 
Divine Diſpleaſure, and the Approach of cala. men 
mirous Diſtreſes, dot Goa uſually grant? ani! 
ewhot he hath given, ana is giving unto us ct 
Preſent e 4. N 


6 
4. What is the I ꝗquiiy, aud whertin it doth 
conſiſt, of this Lrvine Conſtitution here atteſted 
by our bleſſea Saviour, that in ſuch a Caſe Re- 
* pentance and Reformation, and nothing elſe, ſhall 
F ſave aud deliver a Church, a People, a Nation 
from Ruin? 

5. Whereas this Rule is fo holy, juſt and equal; 
whence 2s it that all Sorts of Men are fo unwit- 
ling to comply with it, even in the utmoſt Extre- 
mity, when all other Hopes do fail and periſh? 
ana whence 15 it ſa amongſt ourſelves at this Day ? 

| J 6. What is required unto that Reformation, 
which may ſave auy Nation, this wherein we live, 
From aeſolatiug Calamities,when they are deſervea? 
7. From what Cauſes at preſent ſuch a Refor- 
mation may be expettea, aud by what Means it 
„ may be begun aud accompliſped, ſo as to prevent 
dur utter Ruin? 
8. What is the Duty, what ought to be the 
Frame of Mind in true Believers, what their 
Malk and Work in ſuch a Seaſon, that, in-caſe 
- I 6/1 Means of Delivery do fail, they may be found 
* o& Chriſt in Peace at his Coming? For it is but 
get a little While, ang he that ſhall come, will 
tome, ana will not tarry. 
T hbeſe Things are neceſſary to be enquired into, 
that we may help to beat out the Paths of Truth 
and Peace, the only Ways that lead unto our 
Deliverance. The Nation is filled with Com- 
plaints and Fears, mutua! Charges on one Party 
ind another, as unto the Cauſes of our preſent 
' Froubles and approaching Dangers ; various De- 
ns and Contrivances, with vain Hopes and ve- 
ement Deſires of this or that Way or Means of 
Yelp and Deliverance ; cruel Hatreds and Animo- 
on Differences in Religion, deſigning no . 
than 


(33 ; 
than the Extirpation of all that. is good therein, 
do abound in it, by all Means rending itſelf in 
Pieces, —_— itlelf in he Largeneſs of its {/ 
Ways, and yet ſays not there is no Hope. But, 7, 
for the moſt Part, the true Cauſes of all our A 
Troubles and Dangers, with the o Remedy of 
them, are utterly neglected. The World is filled, 9. 
yea, the better Sort of Men in it, with other De. Si. 
ſigns, other Diſcourſes ; we hear rarely of theft 3 
Things from the Pulpits (which are filled with #hi 
Animoſities about petty Intereſts, and private Dit. In; 
ference, in the Approaches of publick Ruin) no; bee 
in the Counſel of thoſe who pager to more Wil W. 
dom. Some think they ſhall do great Things b Wit 
their Wiſdom and Counſel, ſome by their Autho dot 
rity and Power, ſome by their Number, fome b as i 
—_— the belt Cauſe, as they ſuppoſe ; and wi! the 
many ſuch like Notions are the Minds of Me In t. 
poſleſſed. But the Truth is, the Land abounds: ther 
Sin, God is angry, and riſen out of his ho! or R 
Place; Judgment lies at the Door, and in vz that 
ſhall we ſeek for Remedy or Healing any oth and i 
Way than that propoſed, This therefore we ſh: E re 
enquire into. n, 
The firſt Thing ſuppoſed, in the Propoſiti 17 
before laid down, was taken from the Ciren Built 
ſtance of the Time wherein, and with Referer Mn be 
whereunto, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt delivered t May 
Rule of the Neceſſity of Repentance and Refi ABd n 
mation, unto an Eſcape from total Deſtructin pf Si 
and this was a Time when Sin greatly abounWMlelt 
in the Church and Nation. And this Suppolitf 
is the Foundation of the Truth of the whole 
ſertion ; for in other Caſes it may not always ha 
Our firſt Enquiry therefore muſt be, 38 
When a People or Nation is fo filled with "8 


| 4-38 1 

1, er when doth Sin fo abound among them, as, in 
n Conjunction with the Things afterwards to be in- 
ts ſiſted on, to render their Salvation or Deliverance 
it, empoſſible without Repentance aud Reformation? 
ur And it doth lo, | 
of Firſt, When all Sorts of Sins abound in it. I 
ed, do not judge that every particular Sin, or Kind of 
Je. Sinning that may be named, or may not be named, 
jek is required hercunto ; nor is it fo, that there 
ih Mould be the ſame Outrage in publick Sins; for 
Jil. Inſtance, in Blood and Oppreſſion, as there hath 
no! been at ſome Times, and in ſome Places of the 
Ni World, the dark Places of the Earth being filled 
with Habitations of Cruelty ; nor is it ſo, that Sin 
tho doth reign at that Height, and rage at that Rate, 
eb As ib did before rhe Flood, or in Sodom, or before 
wi: the final Deſtruction of Feruſalem, or as it doth 
Me in the Kingaom of Antichriſt : For in that Caſe 
ids: there is no Room or Place, either for Repentance 
ho! or Reformation ; God hides from them the Things 
va, that concern their Peace, that they may be utterly 

oth and irrecoverably deſtroyed. But this I will grant 
eſh ; required hereunto, namely, That 0 known 
En, that is commonly paſſant in the World, can 

oſiti \ gh ted from having a Place in the publick 
iren Built of ſuch a Church or Nation. If any ſuch 
ferer Sin be omitted in the Roll of the Inatftment, Peace 
ed i” May yet dwell in the Land. It would be too long, 
Rej Abd not to my Purpoſe, to draw up a Catalogue 


uctin of Sins, from the higheſt Arheiſm, thro' the 
on Pileſt Uncleanneſs, unto the loweſt Oppreſſion, 
oſu at are found amongſt us. I ſhall only ſay on 
ole! e other Hand, That I know 90 provoking Sin, 


ndemned as ſuch in the Book of God, whereof 
ſtances may not be found in this Nation. Who 
es make this a Plea with God for it, namely, 

E That 


( 


That yet it is free and innocent from ſuch and 
ſuch provoking Sins? Proauce your Cauſe, ſaith 
the Lora, bring forth your ſtrong Reaſons, ſaith 
the King of Jacob; let us ſtand up if we can, and 
plead for ourſelves herein, But the only Way 
whereby we may come to plead with God in this 
Matter, is fully deſcribed, I/. 1.15, 16, 17, 18, 


19, 20, It mult be Repentance and Reformation, 


laying a Ground for pleading and arguing with 
God for Pardon and Mercy, that mult fave this 


Nation, if it be ſaved, and not a Plea for Exemp- | 


tion from Judgments on the Account of our Inno- 
cency. This is that which of all Things God 
moſt abhorred in the People of old, and which 
all che Prophets teſtified againſt in them. 


But yet, to ſpeak ſomewhat more particularly, 
unto the firſt Part of the Propoſition in Reference) 


unto ourſelves : 
There are four Sins, or four Sorts of Sins or 


Ways in finning, which, unleſs God prevent, 


will be the Ruin of this Nation. 


1/2, The firſt is Arheiſin, an Abomination that 


theſe Parts of the World were unacquainted with. 
al until theſe latter Ages. I do not ſpeak con- 
cerning Speculative or Opinionative Atheiſm, in 
them that deny the Being of God, or, which | 
all one, his righteous Government of the World; 
for it will not avail any Man to believe that God 
is, unleſs withal he believe that he is the Rewarde! 


of them that diligently ſeek him: Yet of tho 


Sort it is to be feared that there are many among 


us; yea, ſome that make great Azvantages « | 
Religion, do live and talk as if they eſteemed it Þ 


all a Fable. But I ſpeak of that which is called 


Practical Atheiſm, when Men live and act as! © 


they were influenced by prevalent Thoughts 2 n 
bert: 


here is uo God: Such the Nation is repleniſhed 
withal, and it exerts it{-1f eſpecially two Ways; 
1. In curſed Oarhs and blaſphemous Execra- 
) tions, Whereby the higheſt Contempt is caſt on 
] the Divine Name and Being, The molt exce/lent 
Y Thuants, giving. an Account of the Pariſian 
$ Anffacre, with the horrible Deſolations that en- 
, ſued thereon, aſcribes it in the firſt Place unto the 
„ _ Anger of Goa, revenging the horrid Oaths and 
monſtrous Blaſphemizs, which from the Court had 
is - ſpread themſelves over all the Nation, Hiſt. Lib. 
> 53, Nor is it otherwiſe among us at preſent, tho? 
not generally amongſt all, yet amongſt many, and 
xd _ thoſe unpuniſhed. 
ch 2. Bolaneſs, Confidence, and Security in Sin- 
ning. Many are neither aſhamed nor afraid to 
ly, act, avow, yea, and boilt of the vileſt of Sins. 
ce“ The Awe that Men have of the Knowledge, Con- 
ſcience and Judgment of others concerning their 
ot evil and filthy Actions, is one Means whereby God 
nt, rules in the World for the Reſtraint of Sin: When 
* the Yoke hereof is utterly caſt away, and Men 
nat proclaim their Sins like Sodom, it is the Height of 
the Practical Atheiſm. Nor I think did it ever more 
- © abound in any Age, than in that wherein we live. 
zdly, The Loſs of the Power of that Religion 
whoſe outward Form we do retain. We are all 
Proteftants, and will abide to be of the Proteſtant 
Religion; But wherein? In the Confeſſion: and all 
the outward Forms of the Rule and Worſhip of 
the Church: But are Men changed, renewed, 
converted to God by the Doctrine of this Reli- 
50 gion? Are they made humble, holy, zealous, fruit- 
it tul in good Works by it? Have they Experience 
ol the Power of it in their own Souls, in its tranſ- 
forming of them into he Image of God ? With- 
J 2 Out 


(.- $6.) 
out theſe 'Things it is of very little Avail what 
Religion Men profels. This is that which is of 
evil Aboae to the Profeſſors of the Proteftant Re- 
ligion at this Day thro' the World; the Glory, 
the Power, the Eſh-acy of it, are, if not loſt and 
dead, yet greatly decayed ; and an outward Car- 
caſe of it, in Articles of Faith and Forms of Wor- 
ſhip, doth only abide: Hence have the Reformed 
Churches moſt of them 7 Name lo live, but are 
dead; living only on a traditional Knowledge, 
Principles of Education, Advantages and Intereſt, 


in all which the Ronan Religion doth every Way Þ are 


exceed them, and will carry the Victory, when 
the Conteſt is reduced unto ſuch Principles only: 
And unleſs God be pleaſed, by ſome renetre i . 
fuſion of his bleſſed Spirits from above, to revive 
and re- introduce a Spirit of Life, Holineſs, Zeal, 
Readineſs for the Crois, Conformity unto Chriſt, 
and Contempt of the World, in and among the 
Churches which profeſs the Proteſtaut Religion, 


ope 
Cial! 
lic 
laſ 
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havi 
bath 


Sins, 


he will ere long take away the Heage of his pro- fand 
ep. 
Sec 


687 
HC | 
reat 


all, ne 
gene,. 


tecting Providence, which now for ſome Ages 


he hath kept about them, and leave them for a 
Spoil unto their Enemies. So he threatneth to do 
in the like Caſe, Ja. 5. 5, 6. ſuch is the State de- 
ſcribed, 2 Tim. z. 1, 2, 3, 4, 8. 

zaly, Open Contempt aud Reproach of the Spi- 
it of Gol in all his Divine Operations, is another 
Sin of the ſame dreadful Abode. Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt tells us, That he who ſpeaks againſt 7% 


Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, neithit þ 


in this World, neither in the Mord to come, Mat. 
12. 32. That is, thoſe who perſiſt in oppotius 
or reproaching the Holy Ghoſt, and his Diſpen- 
ſation and Operations under the New Teſtament, 
ſhall not eſcape Vengeance and Puniſhment cer 


in 
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wer generally, pro generibus fingulorum, Therefore 


in this Mora; for ſo it befel that Generation unto 
whom he ſpake: For, continuing to do Deſpight 
unto the Spirit of Grace, Wrath at length came 
upon them even in this Worlz unto the utmoſt, 
which is the Senſe of the Place. Now, ſcarcely 
where the Name of Chriſt was known, did this 
Iniquity more abound thin it doth at this Day 
amongſt us: For not only is the Divine Perſon 
of the Holy Spirit by ſume denied, and the Sub- 
{tance of the Preaching and Writing of many is 
to oppoſe all his peculiar Operations; but they 


are all made a Scoft, a Deriſion, and a Reproach 


openly, and on all Occaſions every Day. Eſpe- 


cially as he is a Spirit of Regeneration and Sup- 


lication, he is the Object of multiplied ſober 
laſphemies. This Iniquity will be revenged. 
- gthly, The aboun1ing of Uncleanneſs, which, 
having broken forth from a corrupt Fountain, 
bath overſpread the Land like a Deluge. Theſe 
Sins, I ſay, among others, have ſuch a Preaomi- 
* among us, as to threaten Periſhing without 
epentance. 
+ Secondly, It is required, That all Sorts and 


me of theſe provoking Sins, For Deſtruction is 
breatned unto all, You ſhall all likewiſe perifa ; 
all, not univerſally, ro ſingulis generum, but 


Wl muſt be ſomezeay guilty of them: And this 
ey may be three Ways. 

t. Perſonally, in their own Hearts, Lives and 
Practices ; which includes a great Multitude. 

2. Zy not hinqrizg and preventing theſe Sins 
others, ſo far as their Duty leads, and their 
er enables them unto. What Number of 
Hagiſtrates, of Miniſters, of Parents, of Ma. 
| fiers 


egrees of Perſons are concerned in the Guilt 6 
8 
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flers of Families are compriſed herein, is evident 


unto all; eſpecially Miuiſters. See Mal. 2. 7, 8, 
Fer. 23. 14, 15. FA 
3. By not mourning for what they cannot held d. 
or remedy: For it is ſuch alone as ſhall be ex og 
empted from publick Calamities, Fzek. 9. And in 
this in ſome Meaſure takes us in all. And the due nc 
Conſideration hereof is neceſſary upon a double ſu 
Account ; wh 
(I.) It is ſo unto the Manifeltation of the Glory we 
of God, in publick Calamities and Deſolations. tio! 
When the Sword flays ſuddenly, and deſtroys the} De 
Righteous with the Wicked; one Way or other, * for 
in one Degree or another, we have all of us an 2 
Acceſs unto the Guilt of thoſe Things whereby Cit) 
ſuch Judgments are procured. Who can ſay he are. 
is innocent ? Who can complain of his Share and, Sort 
Intereſt in the Calamities that are coming upon us?) fart 
Who can plead that he ought to be exempted quir 
There will be at laſt an eternal Diſcrimination | 
Perſons ; but, as unto temporal Judgments, w: fuch 
muſt own the Righteouſneſs of God, if we a e ( 


5 
4 


fall under them. an 


And, (2.) It is ſo, for the humbling of our Soul Meir 
under a Senſe of Sin, which would better becom: Koon 
ſome of us, than feeding on the Aſhes of Reſero: Jiſtin 
for Exemption in the Day of Diſtreſs. Th 

Some may ſuppoſe, that, by Reaſon of the Feb 
perſonal Freedom from thoſe publick provokin; Sen. 
Sins which abound in the Nation, that, on or } 
Account or other, by one Means or other, the' 
ſhall be ſafe, as in ſome high Place, whence the 
may look 4own and behold others in Diſtreſs an: 
Confuſion, But, it is to be feared, their Miſtak 
will ſerve only to increaſe their Surprizal a 
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But yet farther, even the Practice of provot- 
ing Sins abounds among all Sorts of Perſons. I 
do not ſay, that all Individuals amongſt us are 
guilty of them; for, were it ſo, our Caſe were 
irreparable, like that of Sodom, when there were 
not ten righteous Perſons to be found in it, that is, 
ſuch as were free from the Guilt of thoſe Sins 
whole Cry came vp to Heaven; for then there 
would be no Room for Repentance or Reforma- 
tion. But, whereas there are ſeveral Sorts and 
Degrees of Perſons, ſome high and ſome low, 
ſome Rulers and ſome ruled, ſome rich and ſome 

oor ; there is no Order, Sort or Degree, in Court, 

ty, Country, Church or Common- wealth, that 
are free from provoking Sins: ſn4iviauals of all 
Sorts may be fo, but no entire Sort is ſo ; and this 
farther entitles a Nation unto the Condition en- 
quired after, 


' Thiraly, It is fo, when the World is full of 


fuch Sins as are its own, as are proper to it; and 


the Churches or Profeſſors, of ſuch as are pecu- 

lar unto them. If either of thele were free from 
eir ſeveral Provocations, thete might be yet 
oom for Patience and Mercy. And theſe are 

Ciſtinct. 

The Sins of the World are, the Luſts of the 


. Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eves, and the Pride of Life ; 


Senſuality, Luxury, Uncleanneſs, Covetouſneſs, 


Ambition, Oppreſſion, and the like, with Secu- 


ty. In theſe Things the Nation is fertile, towards 
Ns own Ruin. | | 
The Sins * unto Churches and Profeſſors, 
e intimated by our bleſſed Saviour, in his Charge 
the Aſian Churches, Rev. 2. 3. Decays iu 
Hrace, Loſs of Faith and Love, Barrenneſs in 
od Works, Deadneſs, Formality, Cons in 
ro- 


O 

Profeſſion, Self- pleaſing, Pride, Hypocriſy, Want 
of Zeal for God and Delight in him, Diviſions 
among themſelves, and Conformity unto the 
World. And ſome of theſe Things at preſent are 
ſo prevalent among us, that they can never be 
ſufficiently bewailed. 

It is no ſmall Evidence that the Day of the 


Lord is nigh at Hand, becauſe the Virgins are all 


t 
t 
ſlumbring; and it is not unlikely that Z7udgment b 
will begin at the Houſe of God, All Fleſh hath h 
corrupted its Ways, and therefore the End of all, v, 
as to its preſent Condition, is at Hand. * th 

Fourthly, It is ſo, when the Sins of a People Pr 
are accompanied with the higheſt Jggravations in 
that they are capable of in this World; and thole dec 
ariſe from hence, when they are committed a- Co 
gainlt Warnings, Mercies and Patience: These bel 
compriſe the Ways and Means which God in hü for 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom uſeth to reclaim and recal Ani 
Men from their Sins; and, by whomſoever they ar: God 
deſpiſed, they treaſure up unto themſelves Wrau us b 
againſt the Day of Wrath, and the Revelatio®" yet 
of the righteous Fudgments of Go, Rom. 2. 4, 5 they 
What can fave a People by whom the only Re be w 
medies of their Relief are deſpiſed ? What Warn F 
ings and previous Judgments we have had in thi ment: 
Nation, thall be afterwards ſpoken unto, Tha forma 
there hath been no Effect, no Fruit of them, Z. 
evident unto all. Their Language is, Except); been; 


repent, ye ſhall periſh. Who hath complied wit! B, i 


the Calls of God herein? What Reformation hat 
been engaged in on this Account? Have we nd 
turned a deaf Ear to all the Calls of God? Wh” 
hath mourned, who hath trembled, who hat 
ſought for an Entrance into the Chambers of Pro 
vidence in the Day of Indignation ? By * 
e! 


41 
theſe Warnings have been 4e/piſed and /coffed at, 
by ſome put off unto others, as their Concern- 
ment, not their own, by the moſt geglectea, or 
turned into Matter of common Diſcourſe, with- 
out laying them to Heart. | 
And as for Mercies, the whole Earth hath 
been turned into a Stage for the Conſumption of 
| them on the Luſts of Men. The Nation hath 
; been ſoak'd with Showers of Mercies, enough to 
N bave made it very fruitful unto God ; but, thro? a 
„ vicious malignant Humour in the Hearts of Men, 
there have been truly brought forth nothing but 
le Pride, Vanity, Gallantry, Luxury, and Security 
in City and Country everywhere. The peſtilent 
je deceitful Art of Sin hath turned the Means of our 
2 Converſion unto God into Inſtruments of Re- 
el: bellion againſt God. How will England anſwer 
his for abuted Mercies in the Day of Viſitation ? 
cal And in all theſe Things hath the Patience alſo of 
ar: God been abuſed, which hath been extended unto 
ati, us beyond all Thoughts and Expectations. - And 
inp yet Men of all Sorts pleaſe themſelves, as, if that 
4, they were over this or that Difficulty, all would 
Re be well again, without any Return unto God. 
ar Fiſtbhiy, Thele Things render impendent Judg- 
thi ments inevitable without Repentance and Re- 
Tha formation, when they are committed in a Land 
m, Of Light and Knowledge. Such the Land hath 
pt 5 been; and wherein yet there is any Defect there- 
| wit: P, it is a Part of the Sin and Puniſhment of the 
bat Nation. See T/a. 26. 10. From the Light that 
Das in it, it might well be eſteemed a Land of U 
Tphtneſs: But how it hath been rebelled againit, 


hat: ted, oppoſed, maligned and perſecuted in all 
f Ne Fruits of it, is rather for the ſake of ſome to be 
, ſon! Wwailed, than declared. 

the: q F And 
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And thus much may ſuffice to be ſpoken unto 
the nrit Syppoſirion in our Propolition concerning „ 
the Sins of a Church, Nation or People, which 
unavoidably expoſe them unto deſolating Judg- 
ments, when God gives Indication of their Ap- 
proach, unleſs they are prevented by Repentance ; 
and we have ſeen a little, and bur à little, of 
what is our Concernmen: herein. 


II. Our Second Enquiry is, Of what Sort thoſe 
Judg ments are, which, in a Time of great Pro- 
vocation, are to be looked on as impendent, ana [4 | 
ready to ſeize on ns. And they are of three forts, ®* 

Firſt, Such as are Alſolute, Decretory and e 
niverſal. a 

There is mention in the Scripture of Judgments 
threatned, which God hath as it were repented | e 
him of, and changed the Actings of his Provi- b 
dence, that they ſhould not be inflicted. See A. A 
mos 7. 3, 6. And there are Judgments threatned, A 
which have been diverted by the Repentance of ly 
Men; as it was in the Cale of Nineveh. But, in * 
this Caſe, neither ] God repent, nor ſpall Mex T. 
repent; but thoſe Judgments ſhall be univerſal and 
unavoidable: And of this Sort we have three ca. 
Inſtances recorded in Scripture, two are paſt, ang W. 
one is yet for to come. | | 

1. The firſt is that of the Old World: It is reſp 
ſaid, that, upon their Provocations, God repente! Aa 
vim that he had made Man on the Earth; tha Spa 
is, he would deal with him as if he had done fo, It 1s 
which muſt be by an univerſal Deſtruction. He 
h dur repent of the Evil he had determined; 
but pofitively declared, that the En of a, Fe 
was come before him. Nor aid Man repent ; for, 
as our Saviour teſtifies, they continued in * 5 


3 | 

Security until be Day that Noah entred into the 
Ark, Matth. 24. Yet it may be obſet ved, that af- 
ter Things were come to that pals, that there was 
no Poſſibility of turning away the Judgment threat · 
ned, yet God exerciſed Forbearance towards them, 
and gave them the outward Means of Repentauce 
and Reiormation, 1 Per. 3. 20. They had a- 
mongtt them the Ait of Noah, a Preacher of 
Righreoujneſs ; and that continued for a long Sea- 
ſon in the Latience of God. 

[And let none pleaſe themſelves, that they 
have the ourward Means of the Miniſtry continu- 
ed wunto them; for, notwithſtanding that Fruit of 
God's Patience, their Deſtruction may be inevit- 
able. For as God may grant it unto them to 
fatis'y bis own Goodneſs, and glorify his Pati- 
ence; fo unto them it may have no other End, 
but the Hardning of them in their Sin, and the 
Aggravation of their Sins, Ja. 6. 9, 10, 11, 12. 
And this Example of e Old World is trequent- 
ly propoſed, and that to Chriſtians, to Profeſſors, 
to Churches, to deliver them from Security in a 
Time of approaching Judgments.] | 

2. The ſecond Inſtance hereof was in the Zudai- 


| cal Church. ſtate; the People, Nation, Temple, 


Worſhip, and all that was valuable among them. 


This ſudgment alſo in its Approach was ſuch, as, with 


3 
wo: 


reſpect whereunto, God would not repent, and 
Man could not repent, altho*a Day, a Time and 
Space of Repentance was granted unto them. So 
it is declared by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Luke 19. 


41, 42, 43, 44. They had a Day, it was theirs in 
2 peculiar Manner, a Day of Patience and of the 
$ Mears of Converſion, in the Miniſtry of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. Vet faith he, The Things of 
thy Peace are now hid. from thee, lo as that they 


F 2 muſt 
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muſt irrecoverably and eternally periſh. So is their 2 
State deſcribed by the Apoſtle, gow £ 2.14, 15,16, 6 
But it may be ſaid, If their Deſtruction was ſo b 
abſolutely deter mi ned, that it was impoſſible it 3 
ſnould be either longer ſuſpended or diverted; 
Unto what End did God grant h Day, fuch 0 
a Day of Grace ana Patience, which they could » y 
not make ule of ? I anſwer, He did it for the '5, 
Maniſeſtation of the Glory of his Grace, Righ- 
teoulneſs and Severity; and that theſe two Ways, N 
( 00 In the Calling, Converſion, and Gather- _ ,of 
ing ol his Elect out of the periſhing Multitude of 4 gr 
them that were hardned. During the Continu- ®; ref 
ance of that Day of Grace and Patience among y/bs 
them, for about the Space of forty Years, all the dec 
Elect of that Generation were converted to God, unc 
and delivered from the Curſe that came upon the J ſon 
Church and Nation. For altho' I will not ſay but 
ſome of them might ſuffer, yea, fall in the out- Har 
ward publick Calamities of that Seaſun ; yet they caut 
were all delivered from the Wrath of Goa in them, and 
and ſaved eternally. x 
Hereof the Apoſtle gives an Account, Rom. 
11. , 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. It is therefore, in a Time of 
great Provocations, no certain Evidence that inevi- 
table publick Judgments are not approaching, be- 
cauſe the Word, and other Means of Grace, are 
eftectual to the Converſion of ſome amongſt us; 
for God may hereby be gathering of his own unto 
himlelf, that Way may be made for the pouring 
out of his Indignation on them that are hardned. 
( 2.) He did it that it might be an Aggravation 
of their Sin, and a Space to fill up the Meaſure ot | 
their Iniquity , to the Glory of his Severity in theit 
Deſtruction ; Tæwardi them that fell, Severity. 
They had Time to contract all the Guilt mentio Y 
N 


; ( 45 
ned by the Apoſtle, 1 1%. 2. 14, 15, 16. and 
were brought into the State and Condition deſcri- 

bed by the ſame Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 26, 2), 28, 29, 

+ 30. fee Iſai ah 6.10, 11,12. 

Of this Judgment and Deſtruction, that of the 

Ola Mori was a Precedent and Token, which 
Vas deſpiſed by thoſe obdurate Sinners, 2 Pex. 3. 

5,6, 7. 

i 3. The third Inſtance of a Judgment of this 
Nature, x hich is yet to come, is in the Deſtruction 
/ Antichriſt, and the idolatrous Kingdom of the 
f 4 great Adultereſs, and the perſecuting Beaſt, With 
. V reſpect hereunto alſo, God 40147 not repent, nor 
g whall Men do ſo ; lo that it is inevitable. So is it 
e declared, Rev. 18. 8. This God hath determined, 
I, und it ſhall be accompliſhed in its appointed Sea- 
e \ ſon; for ſtrong is the Lora God. who juageth 
ut them, and none ſhall deliver them out of his 
t- Hand, Becauſe of the Improbability of it, be- 
ey cauſe of the great Power of Babylon, in itſelf 
n, and in its Allies, the Kings and Merchants of the 

F. Earth, the Ommipotency of God is engaged to ſe- 
u. cure the Church of its Deſtruction ; ſtrong is the 
of — Goa who juageth her. She allo hath ber 

ay, wherein ſhe 2071/7 nor, wherein ſhe ſhall not 

be- tepent. When God begins to execute his Plagues 
are Ayainſt her, none that belong unto her will repent 
as; of any of their Abominations, Rev. 9. 20, 21. 
nto find Chap. 16.9, 11. Yet is there a Day of Fati- 
ing &2:ce continued unto this idolatrous perſecuting 
ied, Church, partly that they may i up rhe Meaſure 
in their Iniquities, and partly that God may, by 
he Word and Means of Grace, gather out all his 
People from amongſt them, according unto his 
Fall, Rev. 8. 14. And our Slowneſs in coming 
*D:th from them, is probably one Means o pro- 
ong- 


. 
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longing the Day of her Deſolation. And now © ,, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſeems to lay unto his b. 
People; what the Angel ſaid unto Lot, when he | 
led him out of Sodom, Make haſte to eſcape, fir C 
J caunot da any Thing until you are eſtapei, 2 
Gen. 19. 22 And I hope the Time is approach. pz 
ing, wherein he will deal with his People as the 7, 
Angel dealt with Lot, v. 15. They are apt to 1; 
linger, and know not how to leave the outward phe 
Accommodations of the Babylonip State, no an 
clear themſelves of innumerable Prejudices receiv. e 
ed therein; But he, being merciful unto then weir 
will at length lay hold on them by the Word o ag 
his Power, and take them out of the City, in; * 


compleat Relinquiſhment of that curſed State. Fe 
Now, unto this Sort of Judgments there an #2y 
two Things concurring ; 17 


1. That there is a deter minate Decree concern ſa;,7, 


ning them. 


| » Ol 
2. That there is a judicial Obauration upot uA 
the People, whom they are determined againſt, waſth 
accompanying them; that no Calls to Repentan®ment 
or Reformation ſhall be complied withal, fo as te,, 
divert them. I am ſatisfied, upon ſuch Evidenc Givi 
as I ſhall give afterwards, that this is not the Con 
dition of Englaud; howbeit, we have Caule e 
nough to tremble at the ſevereſt of Divine Judz 
ments, | 
Secondly, The ſecond Sort of Judgments are, 
fuch as are 4eſerve ly threatned and determined, 
yer ſo as that no judicial Hardneſs doth abſolute) 
go along with them, to make utterly void the pre'Wi 
ceeding Day of Grace and Patience, and all Refoyl 
mation impoſſible. 4 
They cannat, they ſhall not be utterly remove. 
by a total Deliverance from them ; but yet the 
ma 


3 


may have many Alleviations and Mitigations, and 
de fanRified unto them whom they do beful: A 
e full Inltance hereof we have in the Babyloniſp 
; Captivity, as an Account is given us of it, 
„ 2 Kings 23. 25, 26, 27. Like unto him wa; 
i» TFhere no King before him, that turned to the 
i! Zor with all his Heart, and with all his 
to Sym, and with all his Might, according to all 
id re Law of Moles ; neither after him aroſe there 
ot n like him. Norwirhſtanaing, the Loyd tur- 
iv. ned not from the Fierceneſs of his Wrath where- 
with his Anger was kindled againſt Judah, Be- 
| of®Fanſe of all rhe Provocations that Manafleh had 
in! $rovokes him uithal. And the Lora ſaid, I will 
remove Judah alſo out of in Sight, as I have re» 
an $2oved Ilrael, ana will caſt off this City Jeruſalem 
which I have chcſen, and the Horſe of which 1 
cer. fait, My Name ſball be there. 
God had decreed and determined to caſt off 
pot Fudah and Feruſalem for their Sin, to bring a 
inſt; Waſting Deſolation upon them. When this Judg- 
aucb ment was a pproaching, Zoſiah endeavours a tho 
as . Reformation of all Things in the Land, Religious, 


IV 
ny 


Jenc: Fivil and Moral; yet would not God revoke his 
Con Wntence of a great Calamity on the whole Na- 
aſe e Wn, The ſecret Reaſon hereof was, That the 
Judy Body of the People was hypocritical in that Re- 


drmation, and quickly returned unto their for- 
s ate Wer Abominations, Fey. 3. 10. Judah harh not 
nined Wrned unto me with her whole Heart, but feigne 
uten e, fairh the Lord. See Chap. 4. 18. Hows 
e pleſiit, this Reformation of Jeſiab was accepted 
Ref th God, and had its Influence into the Mitiga- 
Wn or Sanctification of the enſuing Deſolation. 

movel And this Sort of judgment is very different 
et them that before inſiſted on: For, 

muß 1. It 


TY. 


Y 
— 
U 


( 48 u 

1. It is but Partial: There is a Remnant al. 

ways left among a People, that ſhall eſcape it. 
So was there in thoſe Days ; there was an Eſcape 
of it, a Remnant, whom God delivered and pre- 
ſerved; which were as a 9 in the Clultre, 


on the Account whereof the whole was not utterly 
deſtroyed. This the Scripture very much inſiſts 
on, Ja. 65.6, 7. Zech. 3. 11, 12. Amos 9. 8, 9. 

2. As it is not Toras, 10 it is not Final. Even 
in the Severity of bis Wrath, God deſigned the 
Recovery of that People again in the appointed m. 
Seaſon; giving Promiſes thereof unto them that th 
fear'd him: And ſo it came to paſs in the Return o 
of their Captivity. See the Hiſtory hereof, Jer. Ab 
31. 32. God may have, for our Sins, determined the 
a deſolating Calamity on this Nation; yet, if Me 
there be not a judiciary Hardneſs upon us, it may, a 2 
only be partial and recoverable, not as it was with wil. 
T/ſrae!, 1 Kings 14. 10. See Fer. 4. 29. Chap but 
5. 18. Chap. 30. 31, 32. 20% 

3. It was ſanctiſied and bleſſed unto them who k 10 J 
were upright and ſincere, and who endeavoured® ence 
the Removal of it by Reformation, tho' they ſuſ. latio 
fered in the outward Calamity, The good Fig, tho? 
or thoſe typed by them, were carried into Capti- the ( 
vity; but the Dealing of God with them therein me j; 


was in Mercy, Fer. 24. 5, 6, 7. I will (faith Natic 


God) ſet mine Eyes upon them for good; I will WO 

build them up, and not pull them down. And 1 Natix 
will give them an Heart to know me, that I an and 
the Lord; and they ſhall be my People, and I Word 
will be their God. Whatever was their outward is t 
Condition, thoſe internal, ſpiritual Mercies and Pill b 
Privilezes made it ſweet . uſeful unto them; Mand 
The third Part ævas brought through the Fir, Wine 


Zech. 13. 8, 9. & F 
3 4. God » . 


RA 
. 


4. God makes this Sort of Judgment a Means 
fully to reclaim and reform them, as many of 
thole who in general iutter under them. They 
are God's Furnace, but not to burn ; they purity 
and cleanſe as Silver is tried, and not burn up as 
Stubble is conſumed : So was that Church by their 
$ Captivity purged irom their Idols for ever. And 
many other Ditterences of the like Nature might 
1 be aſſigned. 

And in the Conftderation of this Sort of Judg- 
ments lies our Concerument. M ho knows but 
that God, for our horrible Neglect and Contempt 
of the Goſpel, with all the curſed Immoralities and 
r. Abominations which have enſued thereon, and 
ed the cold, dead Frame of Profeſſors under various 
it Means of Inſtruction, hath determined to bring 

ay) a Waſizng Calamity on this Nation, and that he 
i will not turnaway trom the Fierceneſs of his Wrath, 
ap. but it ſhall overtake us? If there be a jud;cial Hard- 
eſs upon the Land, ſo as that there is 20 Repentance, 

* no Reformation endeavoured in this Day of Pati- 
ence and Forbearance which we yet enjoy,our Deſo- 

ſul⸗ lation will be total, unſanctified, irrevocable; and 
ags, tho another People may be raiſed up to profeſs 
pt - the Goſpel in the Land, yet ſhall we be unconcer- 
rein Ned in the Mercy. So hath it been before in this 
aith Nation, and in all the Chriſtian Nations of Europe. 
wil Wo unto us, if we thus betray the Land of our 
nd | Nativity, if we thus give it up to be an Hiſſing 


Ian and Aſtoniſhment! Hearken not unto vain 
24 I Words; This or that Way we ſhall be delivered; 
ward is the Day of our Trial, and who knows what 
; and ill be the Evening thereof? But on the other 


hem; and, altho' a publick Calamity ſhould be deter- 
Fir, ned irrevocably againſt us, if we uſe the Day 

Forbearance unto the Ends of it, in Repentance 
G0 and 
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and returuing unto God, we ſhall at length have 
all the Advantages before- mentioned; it will be 
but partial, it will be but for a Time, it will Le 
ſanctißea, it will purify the Church, and reltore | 
it unto a more glorious State than ever before. | 
Thirdly, There are Judgments which are dz } 
ſerves and threatued, but not decreed and deter- 
mined, which may be abſolutely diverted and e- 
ſcaped. This Sort of Judgments is frequently ti 
mentioned in the Scripture, and ſo alſo are fre- n 
quent Deliverances from them, by the Ways and 
Means of God's Appointment. þ NM 
And, concerning them, we may obſerve, nc 
1. That this Threatning of approaching Fuag- an 
ments, which yet may be averted, is a Declara- wy 
{ tion of the ordinary Rule of Divine Fuſtice, ar no 
ti cording whereunto a Nation or People, withoii du 
WW an Tnterpofition of ſovereign Mercy, ought to, in 


deſtroyca. anc 
1 God doth not threaten, he doth not give War- : 
4 nings, Signs or Indications of approaching Judgy vio 
[1 ments, but when they are delerved, and maj the! 
1 righteouſly be executed; nor is there any know! Cot 


Rule of the Word, to give an Aſſurance of tht mor 
contrary. All that can be ſaid, is, Who know Tou 


1 ut that the Lord may repent and turn from ii! it a 
I;4; Fierceneſs of his Wrath? lowi 
1 7 2. The Zhreatning of them is an Ordinauce unte 
5 Goa, to call us unto the Uſe of ſuch Means © "Ref 
[ whereby they may be prevented. them 
0 He foretels our Deſtruction, that we may na 

[ be deſtroyed; as it was in the Caſe of Nine, 

bl And this is the only Symprom whereby we fin 

| out and diſcern the Nature of zhreatned 1p" 

. dent Fudgments, If the Conſideration of the" 

q 


be an Ordinance of God, ſtirring us up to 
du 
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| diligent Uſe of the Means whereby they may pre- 


vented, the Deſign cf God is, to give in Delive- 
rance in the Iſſue. If it doth not, they are inevi- 
table. God holds the Balance yet in his Hand, and 
we know not which Way we incline. The beſt 
Prognoſtication we can take is from the Frame 
of our own Hearts under the Threatnings of them. 

Here lies the Trial of this poor Land and Na- 
tion at this Day; Judgment is geſerved, Judg-— 
ment is 7hrearner, 5 is approaching ; the 
Clouas are the Duſt of his Feet, If all Sorts ot 
Men turn not to God by Repertance, if we are 
not humbled for our Contempt of the Goſpel, 
and Outrage againſt it; if we leave not our pro- 
voking Sins, Evil will overtake us, and we fhall 
not eſcape. And yet on the other Hand, by a 
due Application unto him who holds the 2a/ance 
in his Hand, Mercy may glory againſt Fuſtice, 
and we may have Deliverance. 

Thoſe great Men who ſuppole all Things per- 
vious unto their Wiſdom, and conquerable by 
their Induſtry, who have a thoukad flattering 
Contrivances for the Safety of a Nation, cannot 
more deſpiſe theſe Things, than I do all their 
Tounſels without them. And when they ſhall be 


t a Loſs, and ſhall find one Diſappointment ſol- 


lowing on the Neck of another, thoſe who attend 
unto the Advice of God in this Caſe, ſhall #4 
Reſt and Peace in their own Souls. And as for 


them who ſcoff at theſe Things, and ſay, Where 
ay no E 
never 
þ fin 
M οε,ẽ 
theo 
to . 


S the Promiſe of his Coming? (that is, in the 
Vay of Judgment) for ſince the Fathers fell a- 


reation ; there needs no Regard unto God in 
ele Things; trouble us not with the Fooleries 
your Repentance and Reformation: God will 
G 2 laugh 


eep, all Things continue as they were from the 


' 
l 


Pr 


rr 2 


ö Þ 
| 
l 
f 
; 
\ 
7 
Q- 
F 
| 
b 
: 


-— 
. - — * 
— — ;-. 3. Ba 
* 


— . —— 4. 
= - = 


2 


© 


— 


7” — 


— —ů— 


— 
= 


— 
— 


— To — FS. 


— 


* 


52 
laugh at their Calamitiy, &c. Prov. 1. 26. to the 


End. | 
This is the ſecond Thing we were to inſiſt on 
for the clearing and Confirmation of the general 


Propoſition before laid down. 


III. Our Third Enquiry is, What Evidences 


we have at preſent, or what Warnings we have c 
had, of approaching Judgments? For this allo be- - 
Iongs unto the indiſpenſibole Neceſſity of Reper- 
tance and Reformation, upon the approaching of 
Troubles. And tney are the Ordinances of God F. 
unto that End; which, when they are deſpiſed, * th 
delolating Judgments will enſue. v. 
And we may, unto this End, obſerve theſe 
Things; C: 


Firſt, Ordinarily God 40th not bring Waſling,y no 
aefolaring Fungments en any People, Church or us 
Nation, bur that he gives them Warnings of the” Te 
Approach. bay 

I fay, he doth not orainaridy do ſo; for he may, hav 
if he pleaſe, ſurpriſe a wicked, provoking Gene- in t 
ration of Men with the moſt dreadful Deſtruction #e/5 
as he did $04042 and Gozerrab of old: And ver) Bi 
many daily are ſo ſurprized, as unto their cn 
Apprehenſions; tho? feally God had given them 
Signs of what was coming upon them, but they 
regarded them not, and ſo perifhed as in a Mlo- 
ment. But ordinarily, before he executes great 
and ſevere Judgments, he gives ſuch Indication, 
Signs and Warnings of their coming, as tha: 
Men ſhall be forced to take notice of them, uniels 
they be abſolutely hardned and blinded. So he 
dealt with rhe od Mild, in toe building of = 
Ark, and the Miniſtry of Noa: So he deat: 
with the Church under the Old Teſtament, , 
Ind 
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33 
and by the Miniſtry ot the Prophets; See Amos 

6 8. And ſo hath he done with all others 
2.0, 75 5 
Who have had any Knowledge of him or of his 
Ways. They that are wiſe may diſcern theſe 
Things, Hoſea the lait, Mat. 16. 3. MicabG6. 9. 
Dan. 12. 10. And, in all Heathen Stories of the 
Times that paſſed over them, we find Remarks 
of ſtrange Indications of approaching Deſolations. 
And he doth it for two Ends; 

1. For the Satisfaction of his own Goodne/s and 
Love to Mankind in the Exercile of Patience and 
Forbearance unto the utmolt, Hof. 6. 4. as allo for 
the Manifeſtation of the Glory of his Jultice, 
when he comes to execute the Severity of his 
Wrath. When Men are ſurpriſed with publick 
Calamities, they ſhall not be able to fay, Would 
none tell us of their Approach ? Would none give 
us Warning of them? Had we been told of the 
Terror ot the Lord in his Judgments, we would 

ave turned from our Iniquities, that we might 
have eſcaped, In this Caſe, it is uſual with God 
in the Scripture to call Heaven and Earth to Wit- 
#e/s againſt Men, that he did warn them by va— 
ious Means of what would belal them in the End. 
This is our principal Reaſon why this weak but 

ncere Zeſtzzmony for God is publiſhed. And this 
all be an Aggravation of their Miſery in the Day 
of their Diſtrets, when they ſhall terioully reflect 
ypon themſel ves as unto their Folly, Guilt and Ob- 
ſtinacy, in defpiling the Warnings which they had 
geceived ; which is a great Part of the Puniſhnient 
the Damned in Hell, Zzek. 39. 23, 24. 
2. God doth it tor the End under Conſideration, 
mely, That they may be a earns to call 4 poor 
Uty Peojfle unto that Repentance and Reforma- 
In, hereby impendent Judgments may be di- 
WMieg. Secondly, 
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Seconaly, There are five Ways whereby God 
giveth Warning of the Approach of aeſolating 
Fuigments, when a Land is full of Sin. | 

1/2, He doth it by leſſer previous Fuagment 1 
and Severities. So was it in the Inſtances in the xt 
Text: The Deſtruction of ſome by the Sword, xo 
and the Fall of a Tower, was a Warning to the Þ 
whole Nation of the Approach of a publick Ca- 
Jamity, unleſs they repented. As particular In. 77 
ſtances are given us hereof in the Scripture, ſo ve 74 
have a general Account of this Method of Divine #/ 
Providence, Amos 4. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,8, 9. Firth 725 
God ſent the Judgment of the Graſpoppers, which ag 
eat up all the Graſs of the Land, and ſo occaſio- #4, 
ned a Famine. This Judgment being not impro- e 
ved unto Repentance, he called to contenu by Fire, His 
which devoured the Great Deep, and did eat ut. 
a Part, or conſumed their Treaſure, devouring 2 tre, 
Part of their Subſtance. But, when this alſo was Co 
neglected, then came the P/1beline of a level Sigi 
ling Deſolation. , Go, 

241y, He doth it by extraordinary and preter. Inh. 
natural Operations in the Works of Nature; {ch theſ 
as are Comets, or blazing Stars, fiery Meteor, Bart 
areadful Phantaſms or Appearances in the Air, ind 
Voices, Predictious of uncertain Original, nig W 8 
Minds, Earthquakes, ſtopping the Courſe of R. Kort 
vers, and the like. An Account of theſe Thing: Voic 
as they were to fortel and foreſignify the fatal D. Whor 
ſtruction of Feruſilem, is given us by our Sar? 34 
our, Luke 21. 25, 26. And the Story of the H #1 
vent, in Zoſephus, is an admirable Expoſition 
this Prophecy of our bleſſed Saviour; ſee Rev 
13, 14. The Frame of Nature is as it were ci 
into a trembling Diſorder upon the Approaches 
God in his Wrath and Fury, and puts itſelf for 


BW | 


in extraordinary Signs of its Aſtoniſnment; trem- 
- bling for the Inhabitants of the Earth, and calling 

on them to repent, before the Wrath of the ter- 
; rible One do ſeize upon them. So in the Scripture, 
© - the Seas and Rivers, Mountains and Hills, are 
1, repreſented as mourning, ſhaking, trembling at the 
je Preſence of God, when he comes to execute his 
a- Judgments. See Hab. 3. 6, ), 8, 10. He grove a- 
n- under the Nations, and the everlaſting Moun- 
as rains were ſcattered, the perpetual Hills did bow. 
ine Mas the Lord diſpleaſed againſt the Rivers? was 


ire, His Hangs on high. 
Wl Tne Mountains, Hills, Seas, Rivers, bowed, 
12 trembled, and Jiſted up their Hanas, as crying for 
was Compaſſion. See P/al. 97. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. By theſe 
evel Signs and Tokens in Heaven and Earth doth 
| God give Warnings of his coming to judge the 
beter, Inhabitants of the Earth. God doth not work 
(1c; theſe ſtrange Things in Heaven above, and the 
eo, Earth beneath, that they ſhould be gazed at only, 


, Air, and made a Matter of Talk; not that they ſhould 
igll b Subjects of ſome Mens Curioſity, and of the 
R. Torn of others. There is a Voice in them all, a 


ine Voice of God, and it will be to their Hurt by 
al De Whom it is not heard and underſtood, 


r Saw 5 34%, He doth the ſame conſtantly by Light 
the L is, Word, The general Rule of God's or di- 
tion ry Diſpenſations of Providence is ſully laid 
Rev Pon in the Scripture. God hath magnified his 


ord above his Name; fo as that no Works of 


ere C4 | ; 
ache! ovidence ſhall be unſuited to the Rule of the 
elf ſorg ord, much leſs contrary to it, or inconſiſtent 


with 
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with it. And, if we were wiſe to make Applica- , 
tion of it unto preſent Affairs and Occaſions, we 5; 
ſhould in moſt Inſtances know in general What q 
God is doing, Of old it was ſaid, Smrely the et. 
Lora God will do nothing (that is, in the Way ot | 
Judgments) but he reveals his Secret to his Ser. ou 
vants the Prophets, Amos 3. 7. What they had 
by immediate Revelation, we may have ina Mea- apy 
ſure by the Rule of the Word, and the Declira- 2, 
tion which God hath made therein, how he will Wil. 
deal with a ſinful provoking People. So, having Am 
threatned various Sorts of Judgments, the Pro- Win l 
pliet adds, Search yon out of the Book of the s C 
Lora, and read, no one of theſe ſhall fail, Ila, him 
34. 16. That this great Means of Divine War. For 
nings may be uſeful unto us, we are to conſider, hal. 
1. What are the ſtable Rules given in the Scrip- fo tl 
ture concerning din, Repentance, Impenitence and they 
Judgments. Such Rules abound in it: And no With 
Diſpenſations of Providence ſhall interfere with them 
them; God will not give ſuch a Temptation unto gFery 
Faith, that any of his Works ſhould be Contra WV y 
dictions unto his Word. And, if we will learn Suid, 
our preſent Condition from theſe Rules, it will be Acce] 
an Jntidotè againſt Security. of it. 
2. Conſider the Inſtances recorded therein d 47 
God's Dealings with ſinful provoking Nations and Wor 
Churches. This God himſelf directed the Peopl: the A 
of old unto, when they boaſted of their Church- Wn o 
privileges, ſending them to Sieh, which he hat Net: 
deltroyed. And, when we find a Record en th N 7 
Book of God concerning his Severity towards 2 Huty. 
ny Nation in our Circumſtances, it is our Duty to re 0 
believe that he will deal ſo with us alſo, in hi Pere. 
Time, unleſs we repent. | fled 
3. Always bear in Mind our infa/liblje Guis 
alin 
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” ance as unto God's final Dealing with impenitent 
> Sinners. This the whole Scripture conſtantly, e- 
© qually, univerſally witneſſes unto, that it ſhall be 
eternal Deſtruction: And this will preſerve us from 
| diſtracting Surpriſals, when we find Things fall 


cout beyond our Expectation in a Way of Severity. 
1 4. Conſider thoſe Signs, Marks and Tokens of 
approaching Judgments, which are ſet up in the 
„Word; which, whoſo doth wiſely conſider, he 
will not fail in his Prognoſtication of future Events. 
Among thele, abounging in Sin with Security, 
o. Win ſuch Perſons, Nations, Cities, and Churches, 
he *s God is pleaſed by the Goſpel to take near unt o 
fa, © himſelf in a peculiar Manner, is the moſt eminent: 
zr- For thoſe Signs are Buoys fixed, to ſhew when we 
„ hall certainly make Shipwreck if we approach un- 
ip-y to them. When theſe Rules are obſerved, when 
nd they are diligently attended unto, and complied 
no Withal, ſo as that we receive Inſtruction from 
ith them, I ſhall ſay with ſome Confidence, that e- 
nto very Believer ſhall knaw what God is doing in a 
tra- Way of Judgment, fo far as is neceſſary unto his 
am eee in his own Duty, wherein he ſhall find 
| be _ 1 and not provoke God in the Neglect 
it, 

1 of _ 4thly, God hath appointed the Miniſtry of the 
and Word unto the ſame End. The Kervae End of 
ople the Miniſtry, under the Goſpel, is the Diſpenſa- 
irch- Hon of the Word of Reconciliation ; but neither 
yet this Work, of giving Warning of approach- 
ns 7udgments, exempted from that Office and 
Nuty. Chriſt himſelf, in his Miniſtry, preacheth 
re on this Subject. They are Warchmen and 

Perſeers; and their Duty herein is graphically ex- 
fled, Ezek. 33. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ), 8, 9. When 
placeth any as a F/archman fot a People, one 
«] H ah nag Part - 


Q- 
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Part of his Duty is to look diligently after the Ap. 
proach of Dangers and Evils, /uch I mean as come | 
on the Account of Sin; and thereon to awaken { 
and ſtir up the People to take Care of themſel ves, 2 
that they be not deſtroyed. The Shepherd is not c 
only to provide good Palture for his Sheep, bit i! 
to keep them from Danger. The Watchmen 7 
hearkned ailigently, with much Heca, and . tc 
cried, A Lion, Iſa. 21. 7, 8. Having made a Di. V 
covery of approaching Dunger, he cries out to It 
the People to warn them of it. But if the Varel. C 
men are ſlothful and ſleepy, if they are dumb Dog; 
and cannot bark when Evil cometh, if they ar: 
light and treacherous Perſons, blind Guides that 
have no Viſion; if they alſo are under a Spirit « na 
Slumber and Security, fo as that the People are nt Pex 
warned by them of their Danger; this is one d, e. 
the molt ſevere Tokens of Wrath approaching. E 
is a great Warning, when God takes away the Þett 
Means of Warning; when he ſays unto a People, Jud; 
T will warn you no more, by giving them ſuch # is, 
Watchmen as are neither faithful nor able to wand Unto 
them, and by taking away thoſe that are. Tt 


5 h, God gives Warnings hereof, by bringiry ag) 
a People into ſuch a Poſture, Condition and Cir 
cumſtances, as do in their own Nature tend unto 
Ruin. Such are croſs Intereſts among themſelves, on 0 
incurable Diviſions, contrary and NCD Cour, Ole 


ſels, Weakneſs in Spirit and Courage, mutual Di iner 
{truſts, Effeminacy thro? Luxury, with one or othet Ten 
inſuperable Entanglement ; which are the Way Ks 
and Means whereby Nations precipitate themſelvi le, 


into a calamitous Condition. In general, as unte 
this previous Warning of approaching Judgments n 
God threatens to ſend among a People who a2 Ve 


tending towards Ruin, a Mork and an Horn ee 


iv 


2 

The Moth he threatens, Ja. 51. 8. Hoſ. 5. 12. 
ſomewhat that ſhall ea: 2þ and devour the Stren«zth 
and Sinews of the Counlels of a Nation, as a Moth 
devoureth a Garment. Whilſt it lies ſtill, it ſeems, 
it may be, to be found and firm ; hold it upto the 
Light, and it appears full of Holes, and is eaſily 
„ torn with the Finger. So is it with a Nation; 
(© whatever outward Peace it ſeems to enjoy, when 
it is decayed in the Wiſdom and Strength of its 
.& Counſels, it is eaſily torn in Pieces. And in like 
Manner he ſends the Hornet unto the ſame End, 
LExod. 23. 28. Dent. J. 20. that is, that which 
n all vex, diſquiet and torment them, that they 
. © hall be ready every one to ſtrike himſelf, or the 
mext that he meeteth withal; as many of theſe 

e i, Hornets are at prelent among us. 
73 Theſe are ſome of the Ways whereby God war- 
Heth a People, Church or Nation of approaching 


the 


ple — It concerneth us now to enquire how 
rack dt is, how it hath been with us, with reference here- 


onto. And I ſay, 
It is not neceſſary that God ſhould uſe all theſe 
ging "ays of Warning of a ſinſul People of approach- 
Cir. dg Delolations, if not prevented by Repentance : 
is enough unto the Ends of this Diſpenſa- 
Ives non of Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, if he make 
un, Ole of ſome of theim, or of any one of them in an e- 
1p. inent Manner. Wherefore, if any of them bave 
othe Ren wanting among us, yet, if we have had o- 
Way Nes of them, it is ſufficient to render us inexcu- 
le, if we repent not. But, 


unto 


* 2. The Truth is, We have, upon the Matter, 
l . 8&2 7hern all, and they have abounded amongſt us. 
— n We have had the previous Fusgments of 
vorne Fire and War. 


The Some may ſay, They were deſolating Fudg- 
=_ Hz ments 
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ments themſelves; and fo indeed they were. Bu 
whereas Sin ſtill aboundeth, and no Reformation 
enſued upon them, in any Places, among any Sort 
of Perſons, they were but Warnings of What! 
yet to come, if not prevented. And their Lin. | 
guage is, Except you refent, you ſpall all like 
Wiſe periſh. 

We have had a Multiplication of Signs nth # 
Heaven above, and in the Earth beneath, ſuch » 7, 
all Mankind have ever eſteemed Forerunners «7 4 

ublick Calamities; and the more they sre de ©o 

d, the louder is their Voice. To the {a;nc Purpoly 3G 
God hath continued hitherto his H among Ros 
us, wherein the ordinary Rule of his Providence! J 
theſe Things is op:niy declared. And if thoſe, vw 32g 
to whom the Declaration of the Word of God th 
the Diſpenſation of it is committed, have not fail: Zou 
fully warned the People of their Davger, th na 
Blood may be found at their Door. Herein at pr M 
ſent lies our greateſt Strait; the EFicacy of all ple 
ther Calls of God unto Repertance depends mu 1 
on the Application of them unto the Souls [ 
Conſciences of Men in the Preaching of the 
But whilſt by ſome this Work is deſpiſed, at 
counted unneceſſary; by ſome it is neglected 3 
terly, and others by Reaſon of their privete “ f 
pacities, whereby they are diſenabled to ſpæak unt. 
to Magiſtrates, Cities, or the Community ©! or 
People, think not themſclves concern'd there 5 
it is almoſt wholly laid aſide. For u hat, will i'4 
ſay, doth this {pe:king unto a few in a Nen 
ment, ſignify as unto a general Reformation o! 1 
People of the Land? But whereas we have ail !| 
ned in our Meaſures, Churches, and all Sort 
more {tri& Profeſſors of Religion, it is every 0 


Duty to be preſſing theſe Warnings of God w. 
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But in his own Bounds and Precincts: And, if each of 
tion us ſhould prevail but with oe to return eftectual- 
Sort ly to God, it will be accepted with him, who, in 
at! ſuch a Seaſon, ſeeks for a Man to ſtand in the 
Lu Gap, to turn away his Wrath; and will fave a 
lik City for the Sake of Ten, if they be found therein. 

Let us not pretend that the Repentance and Re- 
2 th formation called for reſpects the publick enormous 
he + Sins of the Nation, in Arheiſm, Profaneneſs, 
rs 0 4 Senſuaiity, Luxnry, Pride, Oppreſſion, Hatred 
del. of rhe Truth, Contempt of the Miniſtry of the 
roy Goel, and the like; they do ſo indeed, but not 
1007 only; they reſpect alſo the Decays in Faith, 
nee Love, Zeal, with Love of the World, Conformi- 
„ ty unto it, Lukewarmneſs, that are found amongſt 
30d. the moit eminent Profeſſors of Religion. This is 
t fail; our preſent Wound; here lies our Weakneſs, 
„th namely, in the want of a quick, active, zealous 
at p! Miniſtry, to call and ſtir up Magiſtrates and Peo- 
| 17 to ettectual Repentance and turning to God: 
| Unleſs this be given unto us, I fear we cannot be 
als Sſaved. It it be otherwiſe, if we have a Miniſtry 
„ that really do attend unto their Duty in this Mat- 
at! 5 beg their Pardon for other Apprehenſions; 
But then I fhall think it the moſt pregnant Sign 
212 ( of approaching Deſtruction; ſeeing it is apparent 


1 5 


ak unto all, that their Endeavours have neither Fruit 
„ot {Mor Succeſs, 

there So far have we proceeded with our Propoſition, 
11 {-Wamely, That Sin abounds amougſt us; That 


1 Ne. 406 ments are approaching; That God hath 


en 25 manifold Warnings of their ſo doing. 
Je an | 
Gori IV. That which in the next Place we are to 


ery teak unto is, the Equity of this Divine Conſtt- 
eden, {hat in the ordinary Way of Gods Rule, 
| and 
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an Diſpenſation of his Providence, Repentance 
amd Reformation Pall turn away impenAent | 
Fudg ments, and procure unto a People a bleſſed | 
Dellverance, and nothing elſe ſhall do it. Ex. 1 
* yon repent, you ſoall periſh. 7 
hat upon Repentance they ſhall be ſaved and 
delivered, is intended in the ſame Rule. This is 
the unalterable Law of Divine Providence; this . 
ſhall do it, and nothing elfe ſhall ſo do. The 4 
Wiſion and Power of Men ſhall not do it; Fa 
ting and Prayer, whillt we continue in our Sins, 4%, 
ſhall not do it. Repentance alone is made the You; 
Condition of Deliverance in this State of Things. bor 
Upon this Rule did God vindicate the Equi) th : 
of his Ways againſt repining Iſrael, Ezek. 18. 29, bis 
20, 31. Can any Thing be more u and equal? fon 
Ruin and utter Deſolation are ready to fall upon] of 
the whole People: This you have deſerved by Co 
your Iniquities, and multiplied Provocations; in ay; 
ſtri& Juſtice they ought immediately to come upon And 
you: But my Ways are equal; I will not dealy with 
with you in a Way of ſtrict Juſtice; I will doi: t u 
in Eguiiy, Which is a meet '['emmperature of Ju- it, v 
ſtice and Mercy. And this I make evident unto gig]; 
you herein, in that, whilſt the Execution of Judg- the z 
ment is only threatned and ſuſpended, if you make 2 
unto yourſelves a ne Heart and a new Spirit in Ree, 
ſincere Repentance, if you caſt away all jon vide 
Tranſgreſſious by a thorow Reformation of you me 
Lives, [niquity ſpall not be your Ruin. Whi 4 C 


can be more juſt, righteous and _ "Who can 
complain, if, after all this, Evil doth overtake you, 
and you ſhall not eſcape? The ſame he pleads 2 thi 
gain, Chap. 33. 10, 11. as in many other Places. 
That this Divine Conſtitution, namely, Tha 


Repentance and Reformation ſhall ſave a Church, 
Peop! 1 


$3 +) 
People or Nation in the State. beſore deſcribed, and 
that nothing elle ſhall do ſo, however Men may 
| pleaſe and pride themſelves in their own Imagi- 
nations, is equal, juſt and good ; that it is meet it 
ſhould be ſo; that it hath a Condecency unto the 
Divine Excellencies, and the Rule of Righteoul- 
J _. nels in Government, is evident: For, 
8 1. The Norion of this Rule is inbred in Man- 
is kind by Nature, as was mentioned before. There 
'& is no Man, unleſs he be atheiſtically profiigate, but 
„ when he apprehends that Evil and Ruin, eſpeci- 
s, ally as unto his Life, is ready to overtake him, and 
be] ſeize upon him, but he reflects on his Sins, and 
gs. comes to ſome Reſolutions of forlaking them for 
it) the future, ſo he may be at preſent delivered from 
29, bis deplorable Condition. _ all this ariſeth 
41 from theſe indelible Notions ingrafted on the Minds 
on! of Men; That all Evil of Puniſhment is from 
by God, that it is for Sin, that there is no Way to 
in avoid it but by Repentance and Reformation: 
pon And thoſe, who will not improve this natural Light 
dealy with reſpect unto the Publick, will be found, as 
lo it were, whether they will or no, to comply with 
Ju- it, when it comes to be their own Caſe in par- 
unto ticular, Herein ly a thouſand Teſtimonies unto 
udg- the Equity of this Divine Conſtitution, 
make 2. When this Rule is complied withal, when 
rit in Repentance and Reformation do enſue upon Di- 
vont vine Warnings, whereby Peace with God is in 
you! ſome Meaſure attained ; it will give Men Truſt 
0c Confidence in him, with Expectation of Di- 


10 can de Relief in their Diſtreſs, which is the moſt 


e yo ctual Means for Men to be in{trumental unto 
eads “ Mir own Deliverance. And on the other Side, 
laces. Wien it is neglected, when Evil approaches, 
, 10" GYilt and Terror will haunt the Minds of Men, 


and 


as}: 5 

and they ſhall not be able to entertain one Thought 
of Divine Help; which will render them heart- 
leſs, helpleſs, ſenſleſs, and betray them into 
Cowardice and Pufillanimity, however they may f 
boaſt at preſent, If theſe two Sorts are oppoſed, | 
Ten ſhall chaſe an Hundred, and an Hundred put 
a Thouſand to Flight: And if any Nation do o- 

penly refuſe a Compliance with this Conſtitution, | 
if God ſhould ſend another to invade them in a | 

Way of Judgment, they would melt away be- | - 


fore them as Wax before the Fire. When Evils |. ; 
encompaſs us about, and are ready to ſeize upon 1 
1 us, a Reflection on the Neglect of this Rule will W 
diſturb our Counſels, diſtract our Thoughts, di- | _ 
1 ſtreſs our Minds, weaken our Confidence in God, N 
| and diſhearten the ſtouteſt of the Sons of Men, | 
| giving them up a Prey to their Enemies. el 
1 3. This Rule or Conſtitution hath an Impreſ , in 
5 ſion of all Divine Excellencies upon it, namely, 
k of the Goodneſs, Patience, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs 
i and Holineſs of God. 74 
| If, when Judgments are approaching and de. fe 
1 ferved, Men could divert them by their Hiſdom, * x, 
5 Courage or Diligence, it would reflect Diſhenour | o 


on God in the Government of the World; ſee 1/a, 
22.7, 8, 9, 10, 11. But, in this Way of the Delive- 
rance of any People, there is a Salvo for the Gloryot| , 
all the Divine Excellencies, as is manifeſt unto al.“ ,.,, 1, 
When therefore, in this State, impendent Judg / e, 
ments are not abſolutely determined, yet fo deen. en 
ved, as that, upon a Suppoſition of Continuance | : 
in thoſe Sins whereby they are deſerved, the Glo) 
of Divine Juſtice cannot be vindicated in the a. 
ſolute Impunity ; and whereas God hath no- 
prepared all Things, and made them ready for 2 
their Execution, all Means and Inſtruments heal * 
; 80 2 3 
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FE. 
irt unto the Work, his Sword is whetted, and 
bis Arrows are fixed in the Bow, he will firſt 
give Warntng, then give Space and 7 zme for Re- 
ntance, and requires no more for the laying aſide 
of all his Preparations for Deſtruction ; ſurely his 
Mays are equal, kind, and full of Mercy. 

It Men will look for, it they will expect Deli- 
verance, without a Compliance with theſe good, 
holy, jult, gracious, equal Terms, they will find 
themſelves in the Iſſue wotully deceived. And if, 
after all this, we in this Nation ſhould be found 
in a Neglect hereof, if the Nation ſhould conti- 
nue in its prefent Frame, wherein, of all other 
Means ot Safety, this ſeems to be leaſt thought of 
or regarded; What ſhal! we plead for ourſelves? 
Who ſhall piry us in the Day of our Diſtreſs ? 
Moſt Men now deſpiſe theſe Things; but can 
their Hearts endure, or can their Hands be ſtrong 
in the Day that the Lord ſhall deal with them? But, 


V. Whereas this Way, this Means of Delive- 
rauce, is ſs juſt, ſo equal, ſo reaſonable, mani- 

Jeſting itſelf to the Conſciences ani Reaſon of 
Mankind, owned by the very Heathens, and fully 
confirmed by Divine Revelation ; our next En- 
- quiry mult be, Whence it is that Here is ſuch un 
: Unreadineſ5,” ſuch an Unwillingneſs to comply 
with this Duty as there is? that ſo many Diſfi- 
culties are eſteemed to be in it, ſo as that there is 
little Hope it will be found among 11s in à preva- 
leut Degree? | 
* If Men, eſpecially ſuch as are great, and eſteem 
2 themſelves to be wiſe, are told that this is the Way 
co ſave and deliver the Nation, they turn away ita 
2 Wrath, as Naaman did when the Prophet bid 


! '{ him Waſp and be clean, when he would have ra- 
I ther 
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ther expected an Injunction of ſome Heroick Ex- 
ploits: Theſe are Thoughts for weak and puſilla- 

nimous Souls, who underſtand nothing of State- 

affairs. But it will ere long appear who is wiſeſt, 

God or Men. But an hard 'Thing it is to prevail 

with any to think well of it, or to go about it, or 

to judge that it is the only Balm for our Wounds. 

To find out the Cauſe hereof, I ſhall briefly 

. conſider 4/7 Sorts of Perſons who are concerned to 
plant this healing Tree, whoſe Root 1s Repen- 

tance, and whoſe Fruit is Reformation of Life, 


And they are of three Sorts; 2 
1. Migiſtrates. 2. Miniſters. 3. The People © © 
t heraſelves. 


Unleſs there be a Concurrence of the Endea- | 
vours of them all in their ſeveral Places and Duties, 
there will be no ſuch publick Work of Repentance , * ( 
and Reformation wrought, as is ſuited unto thge < 
turning away of publ.ck Calamities. But yet, t 
tho? it be the expreſs Duty of them all, tho? it be t. 
their Intereſt, tho“ it cannot be omitted but at J 
their utmoſt Peril as unto temporal and eternal! n 
Events, yet it is a marvellous hard and difficult 
Work to prevail with any of them to engage vi- of 
K in it. Some do not think it neceſlary; th 

me, after Conviction of its Neceſſity, eithet ne 
know not how to go about it, or linger in its ne 
undertaking, or are quickly wearied ; fome win an 
it were done, ſo as that they may not be at the fir 
Trouble of it. att 

Let us conſider them diſtinctly. gli 

Firſt, As unto Magiſtrates, When Fehoſoa 2 
phat ſet himſelf to reform the Church, or b T 
Kingdom, to eſ:ape the Judgment that was de- 
. nounced againſt them, he appointed for Mag, C 
it ſtrates and Zuages, Men fearing God, and bating, the 


Cove 
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Covetouſneſs: And his Charge unto them was, 
Let the Fear of the Lord be upon you; take heed 
and ao it; thus ſhait you do in the Fear of the 
Lord, faithfully and with a perfect Heart, 
2 Chron. 19. 6, 9. Without this, there will be 
no publick Reformation; and therefore the firſt 
Difficulty of It ariſeth from this Sort of Perſons, 
and that upon two Accounts. 

1. That Magiſtrates themlelves do live in Sin, 
and love it, and hate to be perſonally reformed z 


yea, take Ielight in them that openly live in Sin 
* alſo, which is the Height of Wickedneſs, Rom. 


1. 32. When Magiſtrates are profane Swearers, 
or Scotters at the Power of Religion, or Drunk- 


| ards, or unclean Perſons, or covetous n 
a great Obſtruction mult needs be laid in t 

of publick Repentance and Reformation; neither 
- doth this Difficulty at preſent ariſe merely from 
their perſonal Sins and Miſcarriages, but allo from 


e Way 


the Want of Conviction, and a Senſe of their 
Duty in their Places, with the Account which they 
mult give thereof. For, 

2. They ſeem not to believe that the attenptiug 


i- of this Work is any Part of their Duty, or that 
they are concerned therein: Let it therefore be 
never ſo reaſonable, ſo equal, fo important, ſo 
neceſſary unto the Deliverance and Salvation of 
any People; if thoſe who ſhould further it in the 


firſt Place, do obſtruct and hinder it, it will be 


| attended with Difficulties. IIl Examples and Ne- 
gligence have ruined this Nation. 


Wherefore we may lay it down as an aſſured 


Truth, which the Text will confirm, 


That unleſs Magiſtrates, who have the viſible 


+4 Conduct of the People, are convinced that it is 
ing, their Duty to promote the Work of Repentance 
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68 
and Reformation at this Time, by their own Ex- 
ample, and in the Diſcharge of their Offices, the 
Caſe of this Nation is deplorable, and not to be 
relieved but by ſovereign Grace and Mercy : For 
what ſhall the People do, when they lee their 
Guides, unto whoſe Pattern they conform them- 
ſelves, utterly regardleſs of any ſuch Thing? This 
is one Means of the Difficulty, which is found 4 
amongſt us, of affecting the Minds of Men with 
this equal Conſtitution. 

Secondly, Thoſe who are principally concerned 
herein are Miniſters, or thole who have the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Word and Ordinances of the 
Goſpel committed unto them. Unto theſe is this 
Work given in Charge in an eſpecial Manner. 
They have the principal Means of Repentance 
and Reformation committed to their Management, 
From them is the Beginning and Carrying on of 
this Work expected and required, Hereof, as 
unto their Sincerity and Diligence, they muſt give u 
an Account at the laſt Day. And if this Spring fevi 
be ſtopt, whence ſhould the refreſhing Waters of r 
Repentance and Reformation ariſe ? But yet herein 
the principal Difficulty of the whole Work doth 
conſiſt: For, 

1. Some there are pretending unto this Office, 
in whom lies no ſmall Part cf the Zvi/ that is to WY 
be reformed ; Perſons who labour among the mol: 8 
forward to fill up the Meaſure of the Iniquities o 
this Nation; ſuch as whoſe Ignorance, Negligence,! 
Profaneneſs and Debauchry are in all their Eftect:y 
transfuſed and communicated unto all that ares 
about them: Shall we expect that ſuch Perſorstha 
will be inſtrumental in the reforming of others 
who hate to be reformed themſelves? Jer. 23. 154 
It was ſo of old. But, 5 

her! 
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x- 2. There are very few of this Sort of Perſons 
he Who will be at the Charge of carrying on this 
be Fork, They may quickly find what it will coſt 
or them; for, unleſs they are exerzp/ary in it them- 
eir ſelves, it is in vain once to attempt the preſſing 
m- of it upon others. They cannot go about it, 
his Without great Retrenchings of that which they 
have eſteemed their Liberty in the Courſe of th ir 
onverſations. All Compliances with unreformed 
Perſons for ſecular Ends, all Conformity unto the 
Courſe of the World in ſollities and Pride of Life, 
yl Oltentation of Riches, Wealth and Power, all 
'f.ſeekipg and Self. pleaſing, all Lightneſs and 
ernal Confidences, muſt utterly be caſt away: 
Ind not only fo, but unleſs by unceſſant Prayers 
d Supplications, with Earneſtneſs and Perſeve- 
- Fance, they labour for freſp Anointings with the 


1ent 
n of Spirit of Grace in their own Souls, that Faith and 
, as Hove, and Zeal for God, and Compaſſion for the 


give Fouls of Men, and Readineſs for the Croſs, may 
Ying fevive and Nouriſh in them, they will not be uſeful 
rs Of Bor inſtrumental in this Work. And is it any 
ercin Vonder that the moſt of them think it better to 
doth Wffer Things to go on at the preſent Rate, than 

© venture at that which will coſt them ſo dear in 
Mice, Ws Purſuit? The Truth is, I know very few, if 
is to My, who are meet and fit to engage in this Work 
» moſt Na viſible eminent Manner: Thoſe who have the 
ties of Wit, almoſt the only Opportunities for it, ſeem 
t be aſleep. 


poſe themſelves unto Obloquy, Scorn, Contempt 
1] hey and 


70 y 
and Reproach of { Sorts. He is a loſt Man i: 
this World, who, without Reſpect of Perſons, 
will engage ſeriouſly in this Work; every DA 
he ſhall find one or other diſplealed, if not pro- F 
voked. This neither they nor their Families can 
well bear withal, Indeed the hardeſt and mo in 
difficult Service that ever God called any of hi: © 
Miniſters unto, excepting only Jeſus Chriſt ant the 
his Apoliles, hath been in the endeavouring the cor 
Reformation of backſliding or ſpiritually decay the 
Churches. Theſe are the rwo Wirnefſes which h Ver. 
all Ages have propheſied in Sackclorh. Such bf, 
was the Miniltry of Elijah which brought hin 1. 
unto that Concluſion, and an earneſt Longing toÞther 
be deliver*'d by Death from his Work and Min- Nat 
liry, 2 Kings 19. 4. So was that of Feremzab, it 
the like Seaſon, whereof he ſo complains, Chap 
15. 10. John the Baptiſt in the ſame Work loft 
firlt his Liberty, then his Life. And, in Afﬀter-ageaff 
Chryſoſtom for the ſame Cauſe was hated by thi 
Clergy, perſecuted by the Court, and at length 
driven into Baniſhment, where he died. Mo! 
Men” care not how little a Share they have in ſuc 
a Work as this, whoſe Reward will reach ther 
according to the Proportion of their Engagemen 
in it. All- Churches, all Perſons 2 wou 
willingly be let alone in the Condition where 
they are: They that would preſs them unto d 
Reformation, ever were, and ever will be, loo 
ed on as their Troublers. I. 
Hence then it is, that our Wound is incurabotio 
Few of this Sort are convinced of the preſent Non. 
ceſſity of this Duty; they hope Things are ind 7- 4 
ferently well with them and their Flocks, th 
they may endure their Time well enough: Te 7a 


are willing to undergo the Charge and Trouble of" way 
ma 
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FL 
to put all their preſent Circumſtances into Diſ- 
„order: Few have received an Anointing for the 
J Work. Many are able to Aiſpute againſt any At- 
o tempts of it; and not a few have Expectations of 
u ſtrange Deliverances without it: What is left us 
in this Caſe, ſhall afterwards be declared, 
tr: Thirty, It is difficult alſo on the Account of 
u the People that are to be reformed, It is hard to 
the convince them of its Neceſſxy ; hard to perſwade 
bem to endeavcur it; hard to get them to perſe- 
nvere in Attempts for it. Some of the Reaſons here- 
acht we may briefly conſider: As, 
tin 1. That Sef- Z2tification and Approbation of 
themſelves, which all Sorts of Perſons, both by 
ature, and by incurable Prejudices, are inclined 
Into, ly at the Bottom of this fatal Negligence. 


naß When they fee all Things amiſs, they will grant 
belt at there is ſome Reformation neceſſary ; but 


at it is ſo for orhers, and not for them. Thoſe 


ages 
** at are worſe than they ( as there are but few who 
eng No not think, on one Pretence or other, that 


ere are many worſe than themſelves) they ſup- 
ole this Duty is neceſſary unto, but not unto 
em: And if there are none v?i/ibly ſo, yet they 
eme fill make them and judge them ſo to be. But 
wou zhillt Men have a Form of Goalineſs, tho? they 
Iny the Power thereof, they will juſtify them- 
ves from all Need of Reformation: Churches 
ill do fo, and all Sorts of Profeſſors of Religion 
Will do lo ; eſpecially if they have any peculiar 
urab/Jotion or Practice, which they value themſelves 
nt Non. So was it with the Zews of old, Fer. 7. 
e ind 7- and with the Phariſees in the Days of our 


s, th viour, ob 9. 40. It is ſo at this Day; and it 
„ Fe rare Thing to meet with any who will own 
le ofemſelves to ſtand in Need of real laborious Re- 


mation. Hence 
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Hence it is that 0 Churckes would ever ren, , 
themſelves ; which hath been the Cauſe of all Dj. N 
viſion and Separation, whereby ſome have been 
ſaved from a general Apoltaly. They all approve 0 
themſelves in their State and Condition, Which!“ © 
is come to that Height in the Papal Church, tha i C 
they boalt themlelves infallible, and not capab 
of Reformation in any Thing. I pray Gad fecur:Þ- 
others from the like Preſumptions ; it will be ther 
Ruin, by whom they are entertained. Yet foiÞ}: 
is at this Day: Molt Churches think they need 1, 
more Revenues,, more Honour, more Freeaon 
from Oppoſition, more Submiſſion of all Men un. 
to them; but they almoſt abhor the ThoughtF 
that they ſtand in need of any Reformation. ö 
2. The Nature of the Work itſelf renders it ti 
difficult ; for it requires a general Change of the 
Courſe wherein Men have been engaged; a Thing 
as difficult, as to cauſe the Streams of a might: 
River to change their Courſe, and run back ward 
Vicious Habits mult be ſubdued; Inclinations, r-|* 
veted in the Mind by long Practice and Cultomy 
be caſt out; Ways of Converſation, promotes; 
and ſtrengthened by all Sorts of Circumſtance 
changed; which render the Work unto ſome Mei pl 
impoſſible. So the Prophet declares it, Fer. 1; 
23. Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, or th 
Leopard his Spots then may ye alſo do Goof 
who are accuſtomed to Luil. Men cannot eaſij 
untlearn what they have been ſo taught or accuſtom 
ed unto. The mighty Power of God on th 
Souls of Men, both as unto individual Perſons 
and whole Societies, is required unto this Change 
So it may be wrought, and not otherwiſe, Ja. 11 
6, 75 3 9. | 1 
3. The Advantage that many make unto then + 
ele 
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ſelves by the preſent Poſture of Things; and Fear 

of Alterations by Reformation, is a Mountain in 

the Way, a mighty Obſtacle againſt entertaining 
3 ſerious Thoughts about it. 
} 4. The Scripture moſt frequently caſts the 
( 4 Cauſe hereof on Mens Security in their earthly En- 
FF joyments. This keeps them ſafe from hearing 
FF: God's Calls, or taking Notice of his Warnings : 
, And therefore is it laid down as the Carſe and con- 
faut Forerunner of all deſolating Judgments, It 
el is at large intiited upon by our Saviour himſelf, 
wh Matrh. 24. 37, 38. Luke 19. 26. 
Ns Now, this Security is like the Diſeaſe in the Body, 
asf which is commonly called the Scurvey ; it is not 
Þ| any fivgle Diſteraper or Diſeaſe, but a Complica- 
iti tion or Concurrence of many prevalent Diſtem- 
the pers. Security is not the Name of any one vicious 
ing; Habit or Inclination of the Mind, but it is a con- 
bey current Complication of many: Spiritual Srupidte 
ard! ty and Sloth, called a Sirit of Slumber, Love of 
rp rhe World, carnal Wiſdom, grounaleſs Hopes of 
Life, all proceeding from Unbeltief, do concur in 
its Conſtitution, And if a Practice in a Courſe 
of Sin have for ſome Seaſon enſued on theſe Princi- 
' ples, whereby Conſcience comes to be ſearea, or is 
1 made ſenſlels, the Caſe of thoſe in whom it is, is 
for the moſt Part remedileſs. And not a few of 
| this Sort are amongſt us. 
And many other Reaſons there are, rendring 
{this Work full of Dificulty, tho” it be fo ne- 
ceſſary, ſo juſt and equal. As for thoſe by whom 
* theſe Things are deſpiſed, and even ſcoffed at, 

lomet hing ſhall be ſpoken afterwards unto them, 

or concerning them. 
But yet this Conſideration ought not to deter 
any from endeavouring the Diſcharge of their own 
{ K 


Duty 
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Duty herein: For as we have ſeen it is indi- 7 
enſibly neceſſary, that we and the Nation may de 81 
laved from deſolating Judgments ; ſo we ſhall ſee 
afterwards, how and by what Means this Difficul- * 
ty may be ſurmounted, and thoſe Ooſtacles remov- 7 
| ed out of the Way. However, happy will they |: 

be, be they never ſo few, never ſo poor, never {o| 

unknown to the World, whom God ſpall find /0þ,. 
| going, when he ariſeth out of his Place to ſhake ®: 
| the Earth terribly. ' | 


VI. I ſhall therefore in the next Place, to bring) 
| all Things nearer home, enquire, What is 7zhe |: 
| Nature of that Repentance and Reformation | 
| which at this Time God requires of us all, that 
| Wwe may not periſh in his ſore Diſpleaſure? N 
| Aſter a Devaſtation made of the Treaſure of) 
the Roman Empire by ſundry Tyrants ſucceſlive-| 
ly, Veſpaſian coming to the Government, ac-| 
quainted the Senate that there was Need of ſo 
many Millions of Money, that the Empire might: 
ſtand ; not that it might fowriſh and grow vigo- 
rous, Whereunto' much more was required; but 
that it might be . from Diſſolution and 
Ruin: And I ſhall propoſe, not what is requiſitef 
to render the Church of God in this Nation or- 
derly, beautiful, and vigorous, but only what is“ 
neceſſary that it may ſtand and live, by a De- 
liverance from deſolating Judgments. And,. 
Iſt, The Repentance, which, in any Caſe, God 
requireth abſolnrely, is that which is internal in 
and real, in ſincere Converſion unto himſelf, ac- 


companied with Fruits meet for ſuch Repentance, on 
So is it declared, Ezek. 18 zo, 31. Therefore II 1 


| 
i judge you, O Houſe of Ilrael, every one ac. 
cording unto his Ways, ſaith the Lord God. Re. 

Peu, 0 


Wh 4 


* zent, and turn yonrſelves from all your Tranſ- 
* greſſions, fo Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin. Caf 
* away from you all your Tranſgreſſions, whereby 
1. '* you have tranſgreſſed, and make you a new 
"'* Heart, and a new Spirit; for why will you die, 
O Houſe of Iſrael? A new Heart and a new Spi- 
rit, or real internal Converſion unto God by the 
Grace of the Covenant, is required in this Repen- 
& tance ; as the Renunciation and Relinquiſhment of 
2 all Iniquities, muſt be the Fruit of it. So allo is 
it expreſſed, V/A. 1. 16, 17. Internal Purification 

\ of the Heart, with the Practice of univerſal O- 
5 #| bedience, and Abſtinence of all Sin, is that which 


be | ; God requires. 

2 This is that Repentance which was the Subject 

4 of the Miniſtry of hn the Baptiſt, on the Ne- 
i : glect whereof he threatned the People with final 

ba 0 Exciſion; which accordingly not long after beſel 

44 them, Mar. 3. 8, 9, 10. God doth not require a 


0 | Jergned Repentance, or that which is merely out- 
"|; ward and temporary, in this Caſe. See Joel 2. 
45 N 12, 13. But, 

8% 24ly, Where there is a Repentance and Refor- 


ut! mation that are real in the Root or Cauſe of them, 
nd} which is an effectual Conviction of Sin, and Senſe 
ue of enſuing, approaching Judgments, giving Te- 
ot! ſtimony of Sincerity in its Fruits, by an Abſtinence 
from open provoking Sins, and the Performance 
DX} of known Duties, unto its Sincerity ; in both 
. if Which, a Senſe and Reverence of God is owned: 
a , ] 'Tho? it be not in many, in the moſt, it may be 
in few, abſolntely ſincere and holy; yet may it 
ac}! prevail to the turning away of threatned Judg- 
* ments, at leaſt for a Seaſon. 

ah Theſe Things therefore are required unto this 


Repentance ; 
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1. A real Conviftion of Sin, in them that are 
called unto it, or do make Profeſſion of it. II pro 
this ly not in the Foundation, no Expreſſion of '? Go, 
Repentance, no Profeſſion of Reformation, is of not 
any Value in the Sight of God; yea, it is a Mock- ug f. 
ing of him, which is the higheſt Provocation. | of e 
Men, without this Conviction, may be driven to | and 
ſome what that /ooks like Repentance and Refor- cord 
mation; as the keeping of Days of Faſting or Call 
Humiliation, by outward Force or Compulſion of | Adv 
Law; but there is nothing in what they do of what | Con 
we enquire after. By ſuch Days and Ways they] Tem 
ſhall never fave the Nation, Fer. 3. 10. of tl 
2. A real Senſe of God's Diſpleaſure, and the | mati 
Approach of aeſolating Judgments. It is not proc 
enough that we have a Conviction and Senſe of | may 
our own Sins, but we muſt have them alſo of the Ka 
Sins of the Nation, whereby God is provoked to his C 
Anger; and Apprehenſions of his Diſpleaſure are | unto 
to influence our Minds in all that we go about | ntert 
herein, Unleſs thele abide and dwell in our | who] 
Minds, unlels they accompany us continually in | himſe 
all our Ways and Occaſions, riſe and ly down | the M 
with us, we ih.ll not coroially engage in this Puty. | the £ 
3. Real Reformation in an Abſtinence from 1! | and } 
known Sin, and the avowed Fruits of a reformed efor 
Converſation, are required hereunto, Mat. 3. 10. | viltbl, 
4. That it be perſiſted in. Hof. 6. 1. pnd at 
On theſe Suppoulitions, that this Repentance is * 
uſeful unto the End propoſed, is made fully evi- Þpropc 
dent in the Inſtances of Nzzeveh, and of Ahab, 2 
1 Kings 21. 27, 28, 29. Ahab, in his Repen- e be 
tance and Humiliation, maniſeſted a deep Senſe of Þy 34ʃ. 
the Guilt of Sin, and Divine Diſpleaſure. See/} FQuired 
thou, faith God to Elijah, how he humbleth him- th 
ſelf? It might eaſily be known and taken notice FFonlid 
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of. There is an Humiliation deſcribed by the 


þ Prophet Iſaiah, Chap. 58. 1, 2, 3, 4, . Which 


God abhorreth, and which ſhall be profitable for 
nothing ; ſuch have been the Humiliations among 
us for the moſt Part. But, altho? it be the Duty 
of every Man, to endeavour that his Repentance 
and Reformation do conſiſt in a ſincere, internal, 


- cordial Converſton unto God, which the Divine 
Calls do intend, without which it will not be of 
Advantage unto his own Soul as unto his eternal 
Condition; yet, as unto the turning away of 
' Temporal Calamities, at leaſt as to the Suſpenſion 
of them, ſuch a publick Repentance and Reſor— 
mation as evidence themſelves in their Fruits, do 
proceed from a real Senſe of Sin and Judgment, 


f \ 
— 


may be uſeful and prevalent. In brief, the Re- 
eve which God requireth, with reſpe& to 
his Covenant, that the Souls of Men may be ſaved 
unto the Glory of his Grace by Jeſus Chriſt, is 


: 


whole Soul is renewed, changed and turned unto 
himſelf. But as God is the ſupreme Governor of 
the World in temporal Things, with reſpect unto 
the D1/penſation of his Providence in Mercies 
and Judgments, there may be a Repentance and 
Reformation. wherein his Glory is vindicated, in a 
viſible Compliance with his Calls and Warnings, 
nd an Acknowledgment of him in his righteous 
13 which may be of Uſe unto the End 

ropoled, Beſides, wherever there is a general 
Reformation of Life ſiucerely attempted, it is to 
Je believed that in many it is ſpiritual and ſaving. 
4 34/y, The Repentance and Reformetion re- 


| uired muſt be ſuited unto the State and Condition 


{y thoſe who are called thereunto. All are to 


nlider what is amiſs in them, as unto their own 
; State 


\ 
7 


internal, ſpiritual, ſupernatural, whereby the 


— 
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State and Condition, Ja. 55. J. Let the Micke: 


forſake his Way, and the unrighteous Man his | 
Thoughts; every one his own Way and Thoughts | 11 
in their preſent Condition. 8 
Wherefore the Perſons intended in this Call are} 4 
of two Sorts ; | W- 
e 1 -_ 1 wo wicked as unto their State and} P 
ondition, Perlons unconverted p 
not born of God. e 2 
And, 2. Such as are ſincere Believers, really] lic 
converted unto God, ca 


The Call of God is unto both Sorts: Reper- “ © 
tance and Reformation are required of them both, # 3" 
and they are ſo in a Suitableneſs unto their different} Ot! 
Conditions, an 

In each of theſe Sorts there are various Degree  ©9 
of Sin and Provocation. Some of the firſt Son! 


more ſober in their outward Converſation. The bt 
Call of God reſpects them all in their ſeveral De.) the 
grees of ſinning. Let the wicked Man forſake hi ſho 
Ways, and the wnrighteous Man his Thoughts}? . 4 
thoſe which are his ow, which are proper t< 8 
e 


him. None doubts, unleſs it be themſelves, tha 
the firſt Sort ought to reform themlelves ; th} and 
Generality of Men cry out againſt them, and fes Sort 
that for their Sins, eſpecially if they be Perſons iÞ 
r , the Judgments of God will come upo] Y2v 
the Land. a 


But if thoſe of the other Sort alſo, who are af 229. 
to juſtify themſelves, becauſe they run not of wk 
0 


unto the ſame Exceſs of Riot with them, do na 
apply themſelves unto the Repentance and Reſal 
mation which are proper unto heir State a 

Cf 


( 


Condition, the Will of God is not anſwered in his 
|? Warnings. Yea, it is the Impenitency of this 


Sort of Men, that is the moſt dangerous Sympronz 


at this Day in the Nation; Their unſhaken Se- 
curity keeps all that truly fear God in a trembling 


Polture. | 
It is ſo with Churches peculiarly reformed, and 


true Believers in them; as alſo all other true Be- 
lievers, who walk more at large. They alſo are 
called unto Repentance and Reformation, and that 

according to their State, and their reſpective De- 
agrees therein: For ſome are more guiliy than 
? others, in Decays of Faith, Love, Zeal, Holineſs 


and Fruitfulneſs in Obedience, with Conformity 
to the World. And it there {hould be a publick 
Reformation in the Nation as to outward proucke 
ing Sins, yet it theſe of this Sort do not reform 
themſelves, according as their Condition doth re- 
quire, the deſired Deliverance would ſcarcely be 
obtained. And wo be to ſuch Perſons, if, thro” 


their Neglect of their Duty, the whole Nation 
! ſhould be expoſed to Ruin. Wherefore, 


4thly, The Reformation called for, as the Con- 


| dition of eſcaping of impendent Judgments, muſt 


be Univerſal, at leaſt General, amongſt all Sorts 
and Degrees, all Orders and Eſtates of Men. All 
Sorts have ſinned, all Sorts are threatned; and 
therefore Repentance is required of a//, if we 
would not periſh, It is ſo of Magiſtrares and 


! Miniſters, of Nobles and Common People, in City 

and Country; and that to be evidenced by its 
Fruits, fo as that it may be ſaid of us, See yor 1208 
3 bow they humble themſelves ? 


Bur, if this be ſo, ſome may be apt to ſay, It 


| ſeems if All do not ſet their Hearts and Hands un- 
do this Works, if 4/7 Sorts do not engage in it, 


there 
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there is no good Effect co be hoped or looked for:? 
But, when ſhall we ſee any ſuch Thing? When; 
ſhall we ſee the Generality of all Sorts of Men in 


this Nation cordially to go about this Work of Re. "a 
pentance and Reformation? As good therefore let — 
it alone, as go about to attempt it. bi 

I anſwer, 1. If you can be content to periſh: TY 
with the Impenitent and Unreformed, you may! rei 


chule to do as they do: If you would avoid their!  . 
Puniſhment, you mult avoid their Sin, eſpecially| * n 
their Refuſal to turn on the Call of God. | 
2. Some mull begin this Work, and be exemplz-| ©; . 
ry unto. others: And bleſſed are they of the Lord,) | 
who ſhall receive the Grace and Honour ſo to do. 
Let us not then fit looking on others to ſee . 
what they will do, but immediately engage unto 
our own Duty. | 
3- The Duty herein of 20 one private Perſon,) ( 
much leſs of whole Churches, ſhall be loſt, tho' 
the Nation ſhould not be reformed in general. For, , 
(1.) They ſhalt deliver their own Souls ; and i 5, 
they be not laved (as I believe they would be in an . 
eminent Manner) from ſomewhat of the out- fen 
ward Part of a publick Calamity, yet they ſhould] 
be from all the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of God in it. % 
(2.) A few, for ought I know, ove Man, may 
ſometimes prevail with God, for the ſuſpending} &. 
at leaſt of Judgments threatned unto a whole Na-] g, 
tion. And hereby, | 
( 41709 {hall give unto others a farther Seaſon} * 
of Repentance, which God can bleſs and make 
effectual unto them. There are therefore bleſſed} ? 
Encouragements unto all Churches, unto all in- 
dividual Perſons, to endeavour a Compliance 
with the preſent Calls of God, tho* the Body c 
the People ſhould not be gathered. : 


1% 
ay! 
Ir 


ly! 


1a. 


1 


* o 2 
VII. Our next Enquiry is, hence, or from 
. Cate, uch 2 HNKefor mation may be expect. d, 


* 0s may b ufejiid unro the turning away of m- 


Fenaent Frirgwents ? And thele Caules are either 
tupreme, or {uurdinate, : 
Te $5rci.0 Carſe hereot mult be the Sove- 
reign Grice cf Goa, in freſh Eſtuſions of his 
; Sp1/1t on the Souls of Men, to tun them unto 
himfelt. Without this, all other Ways and Means 
of attaining it will be in vain. This is every here 
in the Scriviwve attelted unto, as the only ſupreme 


rd, efticient Cale of the Converſion of Men unto 
0, 1% 


God. And untv that State are Things come 


lee amongit us, that, unleſs we are made Partakers 
ue of i: 1 a ſomes hat more than ordinary Manner, 
: . our Breaches cannot be healed. Whether we have 
, Grounds or no to expect any fuch Thing, ſhall 
ho be afterwards conhlidered ; At preſent there ſeems 
44 80 he no other Hopes Of * but only becauſe it 18 


a Sovereign ct of Divine Grace, which hath 
been exempliſied in the Church of old. There 
ſeems indeed rather as yet to be a Withdraw ing of 
the Communications of the Holy Spirit in effectual- 
ly prevalent Grace, on the Part of God; and a 
Pune, of them, on the Parc of Men: But 
Sovereignty can conquer all Obitacles. This Wa 

did God heal and recover his Church of old, 
when all other Means, all Mercies, Afflictions 
and Judgments failed, /:2ek. 36. 22, 23, 24 25z 
26, 27, 28, 29, And it may at preſent be for a 
Lamentation, that this Work of Grace is ſo diſre- 
garded by the moſt, ſo deſpiſed by many, and ſo 
little cried for by the Reſidue. But, without it 
in vain ſhall we uſe any other Remedies, we ſhall 


Inot be healed. Ii is not the beſt Projections of 
8: - L Men 


* 
ö 
* 
7 


. 
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Men for Reformation, by this or that Order or 
State of Things in Church or State, that, i 
this, will be of Advantage unto us, 
The Subordinate Cauſes herecot muſt be the dil 


* 


oy (1 
4 - 


. * 
4 en 9 
* 1 8 
e 


gent Diſcharge of their Duty by Magiſtrates and 


Aſi uiſters. 

I ſhall but name theſe Things, that T give vg 
Place to Complaints or Indignation, tho' jult an! 
almoſt neceſſary. And, 

Firſt, As unto the Furtherance of it by Mag i- 
ſtrates, it mult conſiſt in three Things; 


r. By evidencing that the Promotion of it is 


their Intereſt. Unleſs it be underſtood ſo to be, 
whatever elſe they do in the Countenance of it 
will be of no Uſe nor Advantage: For this is that 
which the Generality will conform unto, or com- 
ply withal. And if it be once under ſtood that Re- 
formation is what they deſire, what they dc/ipr, 


what they place their chief Intereſt in, as it as 
with David, Hezekiah, Foſiah, and others, it wil! 


have an Influence on the People, not infetior un- 
to what the Deſign of Zeroboam, in Purſyit of 


his corrupt Intereſt, had on the People of Yael, 


to fin. All other Means are dead, unleſs they 
are enlivened by an Evidence of Reality in the 
Minds of Magiſtrates, and an high Concernment 


in the Proſperity of their Work. Let them make 


what Laws and Orders they pleaſe, appoint what 


outward Means they can deviſe, unleſs it be made 
uncontroulably evident that it is their cordial De- 


ſign, and what they place their chief Intereſt in, 
they will not be av4i)able. Add hereunto, 


2. The due Execution of Laws againſt ag iti. F 


ous Immoralities, And, 


3. An encouraging Example in their own Per- Þ 
lons ; without which, all Things will grow worſe Þ* 


and 
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and worſe, whatever elſe be done. Men ſeem to 
be weary in {ſome Meaſure of the ul Eff &s of 
Sin, but they ſeem not to be weary Sin. Un- 
to this Wearinels they yet want Motives, Encou- 
tragements and Examples. And it is ſtrange unto 
me, that in all our Fears and Dangers, in the Di- 
' vilion of our Counſels, and Coniufion amonyſt all 
1Þþ Sorts of Men, under an high Profeſſion of Zeal 
' for the Proteſtant Religion in the Nation, and the 
Preſervatior. of it, that this only Expedient for 
our Relief and Safety lies wholly neglected. 
| As unto Mi niſters, the faithful Diſcharge of their 
Duty in Preaching, Prayer, and Example, is re- 
quired hereurito, Should I {tay to ſhew the Ne- 


— 
2 P mo 2 2 
- - - {44+ Yap: 


It 2 a 
e | ceflity hereo! at this Scaſon; as alſo what is requi- 
5 red hereunto, what Care, what Diligence, what 
* Warchfulneſs, what Compaſſion, what Zeal, what 


\ & Excereiſe of all Goſel grace, with the Over-ne- 
glect of theſe Things among many; it would take 
„up a Volume, rather than become a Place in this 
preſent Enquiry. 

But I proceed unto that which is more our ime 
FR mediate Concernment. Wherefore, 


— — — 2 0 „7 


VIII. What if all theſe Means do fail? what 
if «ll Expeftarions from them be in vain? What 
| #5 incumbent on then! in particular, who are real— 
I y ſenſible of theſe Things, namely, of the aboun- 
e ing of provoking Sins, and the near Approach 
of aeſerved uag ments ? 


b That which J deſign herein is, to give ſome Di- 
1 rections as unto what Frame of Heart ought to be 
: | found in us, and the Practice of whar Duties we 
[I ought to be found in, at ſuch a Seaſon as this is. 
r. 3 It is no common, no ealy Thing to wait for the 
Lord in the Way of his Julgments, Iſa. 26. B, 9. 


1Þ L 2 There 
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There is inward Soul- work Night and Day, as wel! 
as outward Duties, required unto it. That God 


may be g/or:fied in a due Manner, that we may be 


found in Peace whatever be the Event of Things, 
that we may be 2/of11] unto others, and in all ſerve 
the Will of God in our Generation, are all expe- 
cted from us ina Way of Duty. 

Unto this End, the enſuing Directions may be 
made Ule of. 


Firſt, Take heed of Stout-heartedueſt, and al 


Contem t or Neglect thereby of Divine Warnings, 
There is a Generation, who et:her really, or in 
Pretence, are bold, fearleſs, ſtout-heated, regard. 
leſs of theſe Things; they ſeem to provoke and 
dare God to do his utmoſt, all that he ſeems to 
threaten. So they ſpeak, Ia. 5. 19. Let Hin 
make Spec, ani hiften his Work, that we may 
ſee it: Au let ti Counſel of the holy One of 11- 
rael draw nig, that we may ruow it, Here is 
much Talk indeed of the Judgments of God, and 
of their near Approach; When {hall we ſee them ? 
why do they not come? when will he bring forth 
his Work ? | 

This hath been the great Controverſy between 
the Church and the wicked Worid, from the Be- 
ginning of it. "Thoſe that truly feared God, were 
always teſlifying that God wort7 come, and tak? 


F 
Vengeance ot th:m for their Impieties and Impe- 


nitency; but, becauſe theſe Judgments were not 
ſp-edily executed, the finfu] World did always de- 
ſpile their Warnitigs, and ſcoff at their Meſſage. 
So Enoch the Seventh from gem, be preached 


an! propheſied of theſe Things, namely, of the 


Coming of G34 to take Fenger acc of ungodly Alen, 
ge 14, 15. And his Mellage was ſcoffed at, a: 
$ 


evident, becauſe no Reformation enſued there: 


* of 
\ 14, 
ſuch 


ride 
deal 
not 
Out 
3 Ob 
they 
curi 
Thi 
ſelve 
F plic: 
men 
: voll! 
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on, until the Flood took them all away, So was 
it with Noah, and his Preaching; and fo it hath 
been with all that fear God, in their ſeveral Gene- 
> rations: And this was one eſpecial Thing that the 
| Pagans laughed and mocked at the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians about; as is plain in Luciau's Philopater. 
So the Apoſtle Peter gives us an Account both of 
what was palt, and what would afterwards come 
to paſs, 2 Per. 3. 3, 4, 5, 6. unto tlie End. 
And ſuch as theſe abound amongtit us: All the 
| Warnings of God have been turned into Rigterle, 
| previous Judgments deſpiſed, and din itfelf made 
a Scoft of. But, of all others, God mott abhor- 
reth this Sort of Men. They are ſaid to be far 
| from Righteouſneſs, Ia. 46. 12. Unto ſuch he 
3 ſpeaks in his Wrath; Hear, ye Deſpijers, vn 
ö der, aud periſh, Yea, the Scripture is ful! with 
the ſevereſt Threatnings againſt this Sort of Men; 
nor {hall any in the appointed Sea'on drink deeper 
\ of the Cup of God's Indignation. See Ja. 28. 


14,15. Deut. 29. 19, 20. Such ſecure Deſpiſers, 
{ſuch Scoffers at approaching Judgments, ſuch De- 
riders of the Signs and Tokens ot them, Od will 
deal withal, And ſome there are, who it may be, 
not from the ſame Spirit of open Profaneneſs, but 
out of Prejudices, corrupt Arguings, pretended 


e Oblervations of Things palt, Disbelief of all that 


they do not feel, and ſuch like Efteéts of long Se- 


curity, do utterly ſcorn and fcott at all theſe 
Iings; they account it a Matter of I: akmeſs, 
3 P1ſ/lanimmiy, or Superitition, to concern thein— 


elves in theſe Warnings of Providence, or the Ex. 
J plication of them by the Word: But their Judg— 


„ment {leepeth not. And it may be obſerved, and 
el be found true, that when Judgments do really 


approach, of all Sorts of Men, they are the moft 
| | COwarde 
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cowardly, diſtracted, fearful and void of Counſel; 
For, when God begins to deal with thein, their 
Hearts cannot endure, nor their Hands be ſtrong; 
he {mites through their Loins, and filleth them with 
a Spirit of Horror and Fear, that they fhall trem- 
ble like the Leaves of the Foreſt. -In that Day 
you may ſay unto them, as Zehul did to boaſting 
Gaal, upon the Approach of Abiinelich his Ene- 
my, Where is now thy Month wherewirh they 
ſaiaſt, Who is Abimelech? Where is now vqur 
Mouth and your Vauntings with reſpect unto thele 
Judgments of God? do Micaiah the Prophet told 
Zeackiay the falſe Prophet, in his Boaſting and Con- 
fiderce of Succeſs, 1 Kings 22. 25. With all thy 
Confidence and Boaſting, thou ſhalt be one of the 
farſt that ſhall endeavour to flee and hide thyſelf, 
Yea, this Sort of Perſons are commonly the moſt 
ridicul»us and contemptible, when real Danger 
overtakes them, of any Sort of M-n in the World, 

That which God requires of us, in ſuch a Sea- 
ſon, is called in Scripture Trembling; They that 
tremble at my Word. This he regards, this he 
accepts, this he approveth of, I/. 66. 2, 5. Jer. 
5.22. It is not a weakning, an aſtoniſhing, heart- 
leſs Conſternation of Spirit that is intended ; not 
{uch a Dread and Terror as ſhould obſtruct us in 
the cheerful Performance of Duty, and Preparation 
to comply with the Will of God; ſuch as that 
mentioned, Deut. 18 66, 67. Which is the moſt 
ſevere of Judgments: But it is an awful Reverence 
of the Greatneſs and Holineſs of God in the Way 


of his Judgments, caſting out all carnal Security, 


Self-confidence, and Contempt of Divine War- 
nings; ſo bringing the Soul into a ſubmiſſive Com- 
liance with the Will of God in all Things. But 
ook well, in the firſt Place, that this Evil on no 
Pretenct! 


f. 


* 


$2.1 899, 
Pretences do make any Approach unto yor, 

It one Evil ſeems to be diverted, do not ſay 
with Agag, Surely the Bitterneſs of Death is 
paſt; which will prove an Entrance into this evil 
Frame, and fo grow regardleſs of your Duty: God 
expects other Things from you. The Lion, faith 
he, hath rored, who will not fear? Amos z. 8. 
There is the Voice of a Lion roring for his Prey, 
in the preſent Divine Warnings: "Take heed that 
you deſpiſe not that, which, when it comes to paſs, 

ou can neither abide, nor avoid. 

Secondly, Take heed of a Frame of Heart that 
is regardleſs of theſe Things. We have a Sort of 
Men, who altho' they will not, they dare not o- 
penly, as others, deſpiſe Divine Warnings, yet 
they ſee all Things in ſuch a Light, as ſuffers them 


not to take Notice of any Concernment of their 


own in them, *Pſal. 28. 5. Fer. 36. 24, The 
Land is filled evith Sin: It is true, but they are 
the Sins of other Men, not theirs. There are To- 
tens ana Signs of God's Diſpleaſure in Heaven a- 
bove, and the Earth beneath: But Men are not 


agreed whether theſe Things be of any Significa- 


tion or no, ſome ſay Yea, and ſome Nay; but 
they are new and ſtrange, and ſo are meet to be 
the Subject of Diſcourſe, Previous Fudgments. 


Have been upon us: They are but ſuch Accidents 


as fall out frequently in the World. But e Di- 
vi ſions among ourſelves, ani Contrivances of our 
Aaverſaries, ſeem to threaten Ruin to the Nati- 
on: It may be ſo; but theſe Things belong unto 
our Rulers. And Men are divided about this allo; 
| ſome fay one Thing, and ſome another; ſome ſay 


there was a Plot, and ſome there was none. In 
| the mein Time, they are fillet with their own 
Occaſions, and will not be diverted from them, un- 


to 


| 
4 
l 
| 
f 


VDeſign of God in them is not laid to Heart. 
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to any ſerious Regard of God in his preſent D.＋ » 
penſations ; like the «2/7 As in her Occaſion, wir 5 
can turn her away? her. 2. 24. Of this Frame ; 
the Prophet complains, as that which Gd viſt v 
{urely avenge, I/a. 6. 11. Lora, when thy Hi: 
is life up, they will not fee; but they ſhall ſo: 'T 
and be aſpoinea for their Envy at the Peojfi: A 
yea, the Fire of thine Hnemies joall 4evonr then gl 
Others look on all Things in another Lig C 
and under another Notion: For whereas it is Pan is 
of our Sin and Puniſhment in this Nation, an e D 
vident Fruit of the Evil of our Ways, that we ate S 
divided into deſigning Parties, the one ſeeking the 
Ruin of the other; they confider all Providenca 
as relating unto ſuch Ditterences. This give! 
them a zealous Concernment in them, and cont. 
nued Talk about them; but the Will, Work ani 


Ki 3 


Some are ſo well pleaſed with their preſent Ad. 
vantages, in Promotions, Dignities and Wealth, 
as their Interelt, that they cannot endure to think 
of theſe Things. Whatever Warnings are por 
tended of approaching Judgments, they look on 
them as the Threatnings of ſuch as have Ill-wilf 
againſt them, and would have theſe Things to por 
tend their Trouble. Guilt makes them fearful and 
ſenſible; and they think it beſt to hide tho 
Things from themſelves, which, if they are ſo 
they cannot remedy. 7 

To free us from this Miſcarriage alſo, this Un 
anſwerablereſs unto the Mind of God in his pre 
ſent Diſpenſation, we may conſider, 4 

1. That a deep Conſideration of, and Enquirq1l 
into the Mind of God, in ſuch a Seaſon as we hv 
deſcribed, is required of us in a Way of DnB h 
It is our Sin to neglect it, and that attended wit 

man} 
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many Aggravations. It is not a Thing that av 
Wi may attend unto or omit as it ſeems convenient; 
ae but it is required as 4 Duty of us, without which 
we cannot glorify God in a due Manner. 

He that 1s not daily exerciſed with prevalent 
ſe Thoughts about the preſent Ways of God in the 
ae Approach of his Judgments, lives in fuch a Ne- 
De gilect of Duty, as will bring in a Negligence and 
Coldnels in all other Duties whatſoever ; for this 
ban is certain, that when God calls unto any eſpecial 
Duty in an ex!/racrainary Way or Manner, in any 
Seaſon, thole by whom it is neglected, are really 
cold, formal, and negligent in all other ordinary 
Duties whatever. That Grace which will not be 
excited unto eſpecial Duties on extraordinary 
3 Occaſions, is very lifeleſs in all other Things, 
This is the beſt Note to try, if not the Truth, yet 
the Power of Grace, When it is in its Vigour and 
due Exerciſe, it makes the Soul to be ready, in- 
clinable and diſpoſed unto all Intimitions of the 
Divine Will and Pleaſure; as ſpeaks the Plalmilt, 
Don ſhalt guide me by thine Eye, and lead me 
eth thy Connſel, He attended to each Look and 
Guidance of Divine Providence to comply with 
por it, when others mult be forced with ſtrong Curbs 
ard and Bridles, like the Horſe and Mule, 
tho} 2. It is ſuch a Duty, as whereunto real Wiſdom 
re ſo and Diligence are required. We think it needful 

to uſe our Wiſdom * other Things, our own 
Un Affairs: But in this it is moſt neceſſary; The Voice 
; pre of the Lord crieth unto the City, the Man Wiſ- 
2 dom ſhall ſee thy Name, Micah 6. 9. Ordinary, 
411i! ſlight and tranſient Thoughts will not anſwer this 
au Duty. Such all Men that are ſober cannot but 
Dun] bave, and their Diſcourſe is anſwerable thereunto. 
witty But Conſideration with Diligence and Prudence is 
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required of us: Let theſe Teſtimonies be conſul- 
ted to this Purpole, ſal. 64. 9. Deut. 12. 10. 
Hof. 4. laſt. T/al. 10) 43. Prayer, Study and 
Meditation are all diligently to be engaged herein. 

Third:'y, Take hced of vain Confidences. Men 
are apt in ſuch Seaſons to fix on one Thing or o- 
ther, wherewith they relieve and ſupport them- 
ſelves: And there is not any Thing that is more 
ettectual to keep them oft from this Duty, and the 
Frame of Spirit which is required in them. If you 
ſpeak with any Man almoſt, you may with a little 
Heed diſcover wherein his Confidence doth ly, and 
what it is that he truſts unto. But faith the Pro- 
phet unto ſuch Perſons, The Lord hath rejected 
thy Confidences, and thou ſpalt not proſper in them, 

er. 2. 37. 
| There are ſundry Sorts of vain Confidences 
wherewirh Men are apt to relieve their Minds in 


ſuch a Seaſen, ſo as to countenance themſelves in. 


their Security and a Neglect of this eſpecial Duty. 
Two in particular I ſhall only mention, as 1 do 
only name the Heads of Things, which might be 
much enlarged. 

1ſt, The fi ſt is, Some certain Privileges, where- 
on they truſt ſor an Exemption from common Ca- 
lamities: They are the Church, they are the Peo- 
ple of God, they ae ſeparated from the World, 
and perſecuted by it; and hence there is a ſecret 
Reſet ve in their Minds, that indeed they ſhall not 
be in Trouble as other Men. So was it with the 


Fes of old; when they were threatned with the 
Judgments of God for their Sins, and called there- 
on co Repentance, they juſtified themſelves in their 
Ways, and deſpiſed all Divine Warnings, on a2 
Confidence they had in their Church- privileges. 
They cried againſt the Prophet, The Temple o | 
the 
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the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 
the Lord ore theſe, and no Evil ſhall come nigh 
us, Jer. 7. 4. And in Confidence hereof, names» 
ly, that they were the Church, and enj:.yed the 
Privileges belonging thereunto, and the ſolemn 
Worſhip of God thereof, they gave themſelves up 
unto all abominable [mmoralities, under ar Allu- 
rance of Impunity by their Privileges ; as the Pro- 
phet upbraids them, v. 8, 9. Beheld, ꝓe rruj! in 
lying Words, that cannot profit, Will ye ſteal, 
murder, ana commit Adultery, and jwear fallly, 
aud burn Incenſe unto Baal, and walk after other 
gods aehom ye know not ; ana ſay you fhall be de- 
livered? At this Day all Sorts of Men claim a 
Refuge in their Privileges. Tlole who Cefign he 
Ruin of the Nation, and of all true Religion there— 
in, do it with Confidence of Succels from hence, 
That ey are the Church, That the Tenif/e of 
God is with them, That all the Privileges belong- 
ing unto the Church are theirs, and lo are the Po- 
miſes made unto it. And ſuch is the infatuating 
Efficacy of their prejudicate Perſwaſion herein, 
that it hath had two marvellous Effects; the one 
againſt the Light of Nature, and the other againſt 
the fundamental Principles of R:ligion. 
Por, firſt, Under the Influence of this Confi- 
" | dence, they have engaged into as vile Inmora- 
lities as ever were perpetrated under the Sun; 
Murder, Perſecution, Aſlaſſinations, Dying in Fal- 
ſhoods, vith a gencral Deſign to purſue the ſime 
Ways unto the utmolt, in the Deſtruction of Mul- 
titudes of innocent Perſons; as they did tormerly 
in Irelaud. But what if they do all theſe Abomie 
© nations? Yet they arc the Church; the Promilcs 
and Privileges of it are theirs, and all they do 1s 
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accepted with God: A Principle tending directly 
to the vileſt Atheiſm, 

Again, Alho? God in a marvellous, yea, a 
miraculous Manner, hath diſcovered and fruitrated 
their helliſn Deſigns, and brought many of them 
into the Pit they digged for others; yet they will 
accept of % Rebuke from God, but go on in an 
ol ſtinate Preſumption that they are the Church, 
and ſhall prevail at laſt, And that Church, which 
ſhall prevail by theſe Means, no doubt they are. 
Some indeed pretend highly zo be he Church, but 
they lay Claim, ſo far as I can find, to no other 
Advantages thereby, but Digniries and Promo» 
tions. And others alſo are apt to relieve them- 
ſelves with this Confidence, that they are the 
Prople of Goa, and ſhall have an eſpecial Intereſt 
in Deliverance on that Account. And 1 lay, Far 
be it from me, to weakeu any Perſxafſion of God's 
e\pecial Regard of thoſe that are truly his. God 
ka'h a peculiar People in the World, let the 
World ſcoff at it whilſt they pleaſe, unto whom 
ail the Promiſes of the Scripture, and all the Pri- 
vileges of th» Church, do belong. Thele Pro— 
miſes they ought to mix with Faith, and plead be- 
fore God continually , and they ſhall be all accom- 
pliſhed towar''s th:m in the Way and Time of 
God's Appointment, Nor do any. Sort of Diflent- 
ing Proſeſſions, as they are called, that I know of, 
appropriate this Rig':t and Privilege unto them- 
ſelves, unto the Excluſion of others; but extend 
it to all who are ſincete Believers But this is that 


which I lav concerning all Sorts of Men, That if 
an Apprehenfion or Perſwaſron, that they are the 
Chu; ch or I co le of Gia, do Keep them oft from 
that Duty of Reper.carce and Reformation which 
God calls unto, it is a Conſiaeuce which: God re- 

jecteth, 
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jecteth, and in which they will not proſper, L 
deſire to ask of any, Hath not the Church Baue 2 
Have not Profeſſors ſinned? Are there not Sins 
amongſt us ag inſt the Lord ou: God, proper unto 
our State, and according to our Meaſure ? If it be 
ſo, our being rhe rope of Goa, any of us, if we 
are ſo, unleſs we repent, doth only, as unto theſe 
rovidential Diſpenſations, expoſe us unto his juſt 
Rrerey for uagment muſt begin at the Houſo 
of Goa, it wuit begin at us. Fake heed of this 
failing Reſerve: I have obſerved much Security 
to ariſe from hence, and great Negligence of known 
Duties. If you are the People of God, you had 
the more Need to tremble at his Judgments, and 
at the Tokens of his Diſpleaſure. Eſpecially ought 
it to be ſo with you at this Day, when God ſeems 
in a peculiar Manner to be i/pleaſed with the Ri- 
vers, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Hab. 3. 8. thoſe who 
ſhould ſend forth Streams of Refreſhment unto the 
Nation. To me at preſent all Things appear in 
that Condition, that there is 20 Rejerve left as 
unto publick Judgments, but only, in Sovereign 
Gr ce and Mercy, to be waited for in a Way of 
Repentarice and Reformation. As unto our Pri- 
vileges, God ſpeaks unto us, as he did to the 
People of old, concerning their Ornaments, Evod. 
33- 5, Put them off, that I may know what to 
Ao unto you. We are to lay aſide our Places and 
Pretences, betaking ourlelves to ſovereign Grace 

and Mercy alone. 
2ily, Another Ground of vain Confidence may 
be, an zjnſt Expetration of ſreh an 4coompliſhe 
went of Scripture-promiſes, Prophecies and Pre- 
aiftions, as are not atplicabis unto our preſent 

Con11ition, 

It is undeniable that there are ſuch Promiſes, 
Pro- 
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Prophecies and Predictions concerning the Delive. 
rance of the Church, the Ruin of its Adverſaries, 
the Glory and Beauty of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
as thoſe intended. For altho' the moſt of that 
Kind in the Old Teſtament are of a Spiritual 
Inter pretation, and have their Accompliſhiment in 
all the Elect in every Age, whatever be their out- 
ward State and Condition; yet that there are ſuch 
alſo as concern the Sr ef the Church in this 
World, and the Ruin of all its Autichriſtian E. 
nemies, With Peace and Glory enluing thereon, 
cannot be denied. 

And, concerning them, we may obſerve ſundry 
Things, that we may not abuſe them into vain 
and groundleſi Confidences in ſuch a Seaſon as this is; 

(1.) That we ought to have a firm Faith of 
their Accompliſhment in their proper Seaſon. The 


R-le of them all is that of the Prophet; I rhe 


Lord will haſten it in bis Time, Iſa. 60. 22. as it 
is allo, Hab. 2.2, 3. Tho' they ſeem to be pro- 
longed, and rarry beyond their proper Seaſon; 
yet they have their fle and determinate Time, 
beyond which they ſhall not tarry. And two 
Things I would offer on this Occaſion ; 

I. That we are not only to believe their Ac- 
eompliſhment, but to be in the actual Exerciſe of 
Faith about it: For, withouut this, we ſhall want 
a great Sup; ort ment uf patient Long-ſuftering in 
every Time of Trial, And by this Faith do we 
take in the Power and Comfort of Things promi- 
ſed, Things not actually enjoved: For Faith is 
the Subſtance of Things hoped for, Heb. 11. r. 
that which gives a previous dubſiltence in the Mind 
and Soul, as unto the Benefit and Comfort of 
them, of the Things hoped for. And thole, whoſe 


Minds are exerciled unco thele Things, do Foo 
what 


os Sa BS | 


| and Faith hereby brings in great Refreſhment unto 


| what Benefit they have by ſuch a Preception of 
| them. [hey are carried ſometimes by a Way of 


Believing into Communion with them who lived 


in the old World, as they had with us in the Ex- 


pect tion of what we enjoy; and into the ſame 


Kind of Communion with thoſe who hereafter 
| ſhall enjoy the Accompliſhment of thuſe Promiſes 


which may be yet aſar off. 
2. This Faith ought to be moſt firm when all 


Things ſeem to conſpire in reudring the Accom- 
| pliſhment of ſuch Promiſes not only improbable, 


but alſo impoſſible, as unto preſent outward 
Cauſes, as in the State of Things at this Day in 


the World. There are no viſible or appearing 
Means of the fulfilling any of them; yea, the whole 


World is joined in a Conspiracy to defeat them: 
But true Faith riſeth againſt choſe Oppoſitions, 


and is prevalent againſt them all. 


For, having God alone, his Power, Faithfulneſs 


and Truth tor its Object, it values not the * 
ſition that Men can make againſt them. at 


ſhall be done in this Kind, which God is able to 


do, let Men do what they pleaſe. God laughs all 


their proud Attempts to ſcorn;7 and ſo may the 
Virgin Daughter of Zion allo. 
(2.) It is our Duty 70 pray for the Accompliſhe 


ment of all the Promiſes and Prediction that are 
on Record in the Book of God concerning the 
Kingdom of Chriſt and his Church in this World. 
God will do theſe Things, yet for all of them he 
will be ſought unto by rhe Horſe of Iſrael. This 
| hath been the Practice of Believers in all Ages 
both under the Old Teſtament and the New. 
Prayer for the Accompliſhment of Promiſes hath 


been the Life-breath of the Church in all Ages; 


the 
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the Soul. And the greateſt Evidence of its Ap. T'. 
N will be a plentiful Ettuſion of the Holy m. 
pirit in the Hearts of Believers, be they few or cat 
more at any Time in the World, ſtirring them up w 
and enabling them to pray ettecrually and fervently | anc 
for their Accompliſhment ; as in the Example of thi 


Daniel, Chap. 9. 1,2, 3. Wherefore, cot 
(3.) There are three Things conſiderable in to 
ſuch Promiſes and Predictions; tio! 
1. The Grace and Mercy that is in them. bef, 
2. The Snirableneſs of that Grice and Mercy all 
unto the State of Believers at any Time. has 
3. The /ireral Accompliſhment ot them in their and 
outward Circumſtance. The two former belong ( 


unto us at all Times, and we may plead with God | Eve 
in Faith for the Effects of them in all our Trials hin 
and Diltreſles, | unt 

With reſpect hereunto, it is, that the People F full 
of God have Faith in him againſt the World, J arg 
with all their Enemies and Oppieſſors, which they | Cor 
have been fo reproached withal, as the Lora Chriſt the) 
was with his Faith unto the ſame Purpoſe, Pal. 1 
22. 8. When Things ſeem to go evil with them, nan. 
when they are ſhut up in the Hands of their Ene- is ce 
mies and Oppreſſors, as the Lord Chriſt was upon rh 
the Crofs, the World is ready to reproach them Peo| 
with their Confidence in God, and their owning hear 
themſelves to be his People; but they faint not thei, 
herein. However Things may go for a Seaſon, Þ ha- 
they are fecured of the Grace and Mercy which Þ then 
is in the Promiſes, which are ſuited unto all their (4 
Wants, all that they can deſire abſolutely, yea, Tor. 
their full Deliverance, when it is beſt for them. But, pect 

(4.) Remember, that as unto the Application of tt 
of the Accompliſhment of ſuch Promiles and Pre- I whic 
ditions in their outward Effects, unto er may 

imes 
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Times and Seaſons, many have been wofully 
miltaken, which hath been the Ground and Oc- 
caſion of very ſcandalous Miſcarriages. The 
World hath ſcarce ſeen greater Outrages of Sin 
and Wickednels than have been countenanced by 
this Pretence, That ſuch or ſuch a Time was now 
come, and that therein ſuch and ſuch Things were 
to be done by thole who made ſuch Iuterpreta- 
tions and Applications: For, when ſuch a Conceit 
befals the Muds of Men, it ſets them looſe from 
all Rules but their own Inclinations; and many 
have from fuch Apprebenſions fallen under ſad 
and icandalous Dilappointments. Wherefore, 

(J.) Such an Expectation or Confidence ef the 
Events of Promites, Prophecies, and Predictions, as 
hinders Men from applying their Minds throughly 
unto the preſent Duties that God calls for, is heed- 
fully to be watched againſt. I have heard many 
arguing and pleading for the ſtrengthning of ſuch 
Confidences, but I never ſaw good Eftect of them; 
they plcale for the preſent, they profit not. 

The Story of the Prophets Feremiah and Ha- 
naniah is applicable in this Caſe, Fer, 28. And it 
is certain, that, before the final Deſtruction of Fe- 
ruſalem, that which principally hardned the 
People unto their utter Ruin, ſo as they would 
Tees, ab neither to the Voice of God nor Man for 
their Safety, was a Preſumption they had, that at 
oy Time their Meſſiah would come and ſave 
them. 

(6.) Few know of what Sort that Day of rhe 


Lord will be which they defire, long for and ex- 


pet. We know how it proved unto the Church 


| of the Jus, Mal. 3. 1, 2. A Day may be coming, 


which, altho? it may have a glorious Iſſue, yet it 
may conſume all the Hopes that Men have 8 
ure 
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ſured up in their Expectation of it. But I will 
not touch farther on thele Things: My Deſigu is 
only to take us all off from ſuch vain Confidences 
as may obſtruct us in a diligent Attendance unto 
thoſe Duties, which God at this Seaſon calls us 
unto; which ſhall be declared immediately. 

34ly, Some place their Confidence in ſecret 
Reſerves which they have in themſelves, That 
however it go with others, yet they ſhall eſcape well 
enough. They are rich, and they intend to be 
wiſe: They intend not to be engaged in any 
Thing, Civil or Religious, that ſhuuld prejudice 
them in their Poſſeſſions: Whilſt Things paſs at 


the cheap Rate of talking, they will be like unto 
others; but, when Trials come, they will make a | 
ſafe Retreat, We have their Character and their 


Doom, Fer. 28 15, 16, 17. 


Fourthly, A fourth Direction for our De- 
portment in ſuch a Seaſon is, That we 47ligently | 
conſider and ſearch our own Hearts and Ways, | 


zo find out and underſtand how it is between Goa 
and our Souls, This Direction is given us, Lam. 


3. 39 40. Wherefore doth a living Man complain, 
a Man for the Puniſhment of his Sins? Let usF 
ſearch aud try our Ways, and turn again to the 
Lord. When Trials and Puai-hments draw nigh, 
or are upon us, it is not our Buſineſs nor Duty 


to ly complaining under them, but ſo to ſearch 


aud try our Ways, as to turn unto the Lord, This 
is the firſt Word of the Voice of God in approach - 
ing Judgments, Search yourſelves, try your Hearts F 


and your Ways, try how it is with you. At ſuch 
a Seaſon tv paſs by the Conſideration of ourſelves, 


of our State, of our Walk, of our Actions, in] 
an ordinary Manner, or with flight and common] 


Thoughts, is to deſpiſe the Voice of God. God 
ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks aloud, the Voice of God crieth unto the 
ex he doth fo by the Ways beſore- mentioned; 
he ou articulately, diſtinctly, ſo as that a Man 
of Wiſdom may ſee his Name, and know his 
Mind; he ſpeaks unto us, and lays, Search now 


your ſelves. 


And, in this Search, Reſpect is to be had unto 
the Things enſuing; 
1. In general, Search into your State and Con- 


dition; try whether it be built on a good Founda- 


tion, on the Rock by Faith, or on the Sand by 
Proleſſion only; whether it will hold his Trial, 
who will bring it to the Refiner's Fire: He ſhall 
ſlay the Hypocrite with the Breath of his Month. 
And many dreadful Diſcoveries will be made of 
the falſe and rotten States of Men when the Lord's 
Day of Trial ſhall come. This is one certain 
End of a fiery Trial, namely, to diſcover and 
comſume the Profeſſion of Hypocrites, as hath 
been done in part already. 

2. With reſpe&t unto thoſe Ways and Sins 
which are the peculiarly provoking Sins of 
Churches and Profeſſors ; ſuch as the Lord Chriſt 
teſtifieth his Diſpeaſure againſt in them, and 
which may have as great an Influence into the 
Procurement of temporal Judgments, as the more 
flagitious Sins of open Sinners: Such are Decays 
in Love, Zeal and Fruits of Obedience, want of 
Delight, Warmth and Life in the Ordinances of 
Goſpel-Worſhip ; with Pride, Elation of Mind, 
Self-conceit, and Barrennels in good Works. If 
we would know What are the Sins in Churches 
and Profeſſors, that the Lord Chriſt is ſo diſpleaſ- 
ed with, as to threaten his departing from them, 
we cannot better learn it, than in the Declaration 
of his Mind which he makes unto the Churches of 
N 2 Aſia 


loo 

Aſia, Rev. 2. & 3. Aud theſe are the Things 
which he chargeth on them: For Perſons under 
the Capacities of Church members and Profeſſors 
to content themſelves with ſuch a Search of their 
outward Actions and Duties of all Sorts, Religi- 
ous, Moral and Civil, as none may juſtly caſt Blame 
upon them, it noway anſwers the Search that 
God calls them unto, How is it as unto the in- 
ward Frame of the Heart? What is the Vigour 
and Power of Faith and Love in you? how do they 
act themſelves? What is your real Delight in the 
Ways of God? Where is your Fruitfulneſs in 
Works of Charity and Mercy? Where is your 
Readineſs to forgive your Enemies? Are there no 
Failings, no Decays in thele Things ? Are there 
no Indiſpoſitions, Deadneſs and Coldneſs in Duties 
grown upon you? How is it as unto conſtant 
Meditation on ſpiritual Things, and the fixing 
your Aﬀections on Things that are above? With 
reſpect unto theſe Things, ought we to ſearch 
ourſelves diligently in ſuch a Day as this is; and, 
if we find ourſelves under Decays in them, let 
us know of a Truth that God calls us unto Re- 
pentance on Pain of his higheſt Diſpleaſure. 

For our Parts, we cannot ſearch into, we cannot 
jidge the Hearts of others, any other way but by 
the Application of the Word unto their Con- 
ſciences. But I muſt needs ſays, That, if Mens 
outward Actions be an Indication of the inward 
Frame of their Minds, there is Reaſon enough for 
the moſt of us to be jealous over ourſelves herein, 

3. With reſpect unto your Callings, Circum— 
ſtances and Jucli nations, and the Sins that are pe- 
culiar unto them. There are Sins which are very 
apt to inſinuate themſelves into the Callings and 
Circumſtances of Men, both of high and low De- 

gree 
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gree, that do eaſily beſer them; as Hardneſs, Op- 
preſſion, Severity and Unmercifulneſs, in thule 
that are great, and have large Poſſe ſſions; and 
Deceit, Equivocations, Over-reachings, in thoſe 
of more ordinary Employments. I ſpeak not of 
theſe at preſent ; they are of the Number of thoſe 
which go beforehand unto Judgment: But theſe 
Things, namely, Mens Ca/lrngs. Cirumſtances and 
Tnclinations, are apt to influence their Minds with 
vicious Habits, and to render their Ways crooked, 
Pride of Life, Self- conceit, Negligence in holy 
Duties, diſtempered Paſſions and Luſts, devour— 
ing Cares, carnal Fears, with other hurtful Evils, 
do ſpring from theſe "Things, if not watched a- 
gainſt. In reference unto them therefore are we cal- 
led to ſearch ourſelves in the Day wherein God is 
pleading with us. With reſpect unto them ought 
we to be exceeeding jealous over ourſelves; for 
verily the have rendered the Ways and Walkings 


| of the Generality of Profeſlors a great Provoca- 


. K 


tion unto Chriſt Jeſus, 

4. In an eſpecial Manner with a Reſpect unto 
Zove of the Worll, and Conformity thereunto. 
This is that which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will not 
always bear withal in his Churches; for it lies in 
Oppoſition unto the whole Work of Faith, and 


all the Precepts of the Goſpel: It is not againſt 
this or that Command only, but it is againſt the 


whole Deſign of the Goſpel, and the Grace ad- 
miniftred thereir. 

Now, at preſent concerning our outward Con- 
formity unto the World, there needs no great 
Search to be made: It is open and evident unto 
all; fo that, as into Attire, Faſhions, Manner of 
ordinary Converle, Miſpence of Time, Feaſtings 
of rich Ones, and Jollities, there is little Diffe- 

rence 


(-. 2368 
rence left between Proſeſſors and the World, which 


God will not long bear with them in; eſpecially not 


in thoſe who have increaſed their Wealth in, and 
grown into Conformity with the World, whiltt 
others under the ſame Profeſſion have been har- 
raſſed, impriſoned, impoveriſhed, and ruined by 
the World. And, as for 1nordinate Love unto 
the World, I have ſpoken ſo often to it, treated 
ſo much of it, that I ſhall not here again inſiſt upon 
it: I ſhall only ſay, That when Men grow proud, 
high-minded, and value themſelves according to 
the Increaſe of their earthly Enjoyments, and 
think themſelves wronged if others do not alſo ſo 
value them, it is in vain for them to pretend that 


their Hearts do not inordinately cleave unto the | 


World, and the Things of it. 


This Se/f-ſearching is the firſt Duty we are at 
this Seaſon called unto; and, if we are negli- 
gent or overly herein, we ſhall not anſwer the | 


Mind and Will of God in any one Duty or In- 
ſtance of any other Kind. We are therefore here- 
in to call in God and Men unto our Aid and Aſſiſt- 
ance, as alſo to ſtir up ourſelves unto it with Dili» 


gence and Perſeverance. So the Pſalmiſt, leſt he 
ſhould not be able to make a diligent effectual 
Examination of himſelf and his Ways, cries unto Þ 
God, to ſearch and try him, that he might be 
known unto himſelf, eſpecially with reſpe& unto Þ 
any evil Way of Sin or Wickedneſs, Pal. 139, 
23, 24. So ought we to cry for freſh Cammuni- Þ 


cations of the Holy Spirit of God in his convir- 
cing Hfficacy, to acquaint us throughly with our- 
ſelves, and to deliver us from all Self-deceivings in 


this Ma'ter, For, when we go about this Search, 


a thouſand Pretences and Arguings will ariſe, to 
the Concealment or Countenance of Self and Sin, 
agalnit 
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againſt a Diſcovery and Purſuit : Nothing can re- 
move and ſcatter them, but the Power of the Holy 
Spirit acting in his convincing Efficacy. The 
whole Deceit of the Heart in ſuch a Seaſon will 
be put forth, to hide, palliate, excuſe and coun- 
tenance ſuch Frames and Actings as ought to be 
leized on and brought to Judgment. There is 
Need of the Candle of the Lord to ſearch tbe in- 
ward Parts of the Belly, Prov. 20. 27. of ſpiri- 
tual Light, to look into the ſecret Receſſes of the 
Mind and Affections, to diſcover what is amils in 
them. And there is Need of ſpiritual Strength, 
to caſt down all the ſtrong Holds and Furtifications 
of Sin, which will be all ſet up at ſuch a Time, 
and will not be demoliſhed or {ſcattered without 
powerful Actings of Grace. 'This therefore m the 
firit Place we are to apply ourſelves unto, if we 
intend any Succeſs in this Work of delf-Examina- 
tion. 

So alſo are we to pray, that the Vora, in the 
Preaching and Lg ma of it, may be effe- 
ctual unto the ſame End, that we may find it 
quick and powerful, Heb. 4. 12. that it may ſo 
judge the Secrets of our Hearts, 1 Cor. 14. 25. 
that we may fall down 2nd judge ourſclves alſo. 
To hide ourſelves at ſuch a deaſon from the Power 
of the Word, is an open Evidence of a ruining 
Security. 

This Work, in the Uſe of theſe Means, is to be 
called over and perſiſted in, if we deſign a Com- 
pliance with the preſent Calls of God, or an En- 
deavour to be found of him in Peace when he 
cometh. - 

Fifrhly, To be deeply humbled before the Lord 
for our own Sins, with a Relinquiſhment of them 
all thereon, is the principal Part of our Dey is 

this 
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this Seaſon, This the whole Scripture teſtifieth 
unto, ſpeaking of chele 'F'iungs. Without this, 
all that we do, or can do, ſignifies nothing as unto 
a Compliance Wi h the Calls of God, This is the 
End of the Search before infiited on. We are to 
find out, to know every one the Plague, the 
St. oke, the Dileaſe of his own Heart, ſo as to be 
þumbled betore the Lord for it. 

And unto this Humiliation it is required, 

1. That it be internal and ſincere. There is an 
Humiliation commonly exp: eſſing itſelf in the Ob- 
ſervation of Days of Faſting and Prayer, which 
oftentimes is but the Hanging down of the Head 
like a Bulruſh for a Day; however, it may be ſo 
carried ſometimes, as ro divert or prolong the Exe- 
cution of threatned Judgments : But that which 
God requireth of us is, to be in the fixed Afﬀe- 
Ftions of the Heart. When the Lord Chriſt comes 
to enjoin Repentance and Reformation, he gives 
himſelf that Title, I am he that ſearcheth the 
Reins and Hearts, Rev. 2. 23. It is an internal 
hidden Work which he looks after in our Humili— 
ation for Sin, So faith David in the ſame Caſe, 
Thou requireſt Truth in the inward Parts, Plal. 
51. Truth or Sincerity in the Atfections is that 
which God regards in our Humiliation ; which 
anſwers the Charge in the Prophet, Rena your 
Hearts, and not your Garments, Inward Power, 
not outward vigns, are accepted with God in this 
Matter. Let us every one take it on our own 
Souls, every one charge his own Conſcience in 
private with the Performance of this Duty : God 
will bear no longer with Pretences. No outward 
Appearances or evanid Affections in a temporary 
Humiliation for 4 Day, tho? in the Obſervation 


of 
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of the moſt ſolemn Duties required on ſuch a Day, 
will anſwer the Mind of God herein : For, 

2. It muſt be extraordinary, Humiliation for 
our own Sins is a Duty conſtantly incumbent on us. 
To walk humbly with Goa, is the principal Thing 
that he requires of us in this World, Micah 6. 9. 
Hereof Selt-abaſement, in a Senſe of Sin, is the 


{ Life and Soul, the Principle of all other Acts and 


Duties belonging thereunto. But when the Calls 
of God are exiraorainary, as they are at this Day, 
it is neceſſary that we attend hereunto in an ex- 
traordivary Manner. Failing in the neceſſary De- 
grees of a Duty, renders it ineffectual and unac- 
ceptable. If as unto Times and Seaſons, Ways, 


Means and Manner of this Duty, we do not ap- 
| Ply ourſelves unto it with more than ordinary Di- 
i 


gence, and with great Intention of Mind, we 
fail in what is expected from us. To deal with 
God on extraorainary Occaſions, in an ordinary 
Frame of Spirit, is to deſpiſe him, or argues at 
lealt no due Reverence of him in bis Judgments, 
_ a due Apprehenſion of our own Concerns in 
them. 

3. It is required that Humiliation for Sin be ac» 
companied with a Relinquiſhment of Siu: He 
that confeſſerh his Sins, and forſaketh them, ſpall 
find Mercy. Confeſſion is grown a cheap and 2 
Labour, whether it be read out f a Book, or dil- 
charged by vertue of Spiritual Giſts. Humiliation 
may be pretended, when it is not; and expreſſed, 
when it is tranſitory, no Way anſwering the Mind 
and Will of God: But the real Relinquiſpmeut 
of ſiuful Frames, ſinful Ways, finful Neglects, 
can neither be pretended, nor repreſented better 
than it is. He that thinks he hath got hing to for- 
lake, no evil Way, no finful Negligence, no 
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Frame of Heart, will be awakened to a better 
Knowledge of himſelf when it is too late. This 
we may therefore evidently try ourſelves by ; What 
real Change hath there been in us, in Compliance 
with the Calls of God? What have we relinquiſh. 
ed in our Ways, Frames or Actings? What vain 


Thoughts are utterly excluded, whereunto we have | 
given Entertainment? What Paſſions or Affections Þþ 


have been reduced into Order, which have exceed- 
ed their due Bounds and Meaſures? What vain 


Communication, formerly accuſtomed unto, hath 


been watched againſt and prevented? What Diſ- 
ſimulation in Love hath been cured or caſt out? 
What irregular Actings in our Perſons, Families or 
Occaſions of Life, have been forſaken? An En- 
uiry into theſe Things will give us real, ſenſible 
vidence, whether our Humiliation for our own 
Sins be compliant with the preſent Calls of God. 
Sixthly, Another Duty of the Seaſon is, That 
we mourn for the Sins of others, of thoſe eſpecially 


in whom we are providentially concerned; as Re- 


lations, Churches, the whole People of the Land 
of our Nativity, with whom we are engaged by 
manifold Bonds and Means of Con junction. It is 
well known that this ſincere Mourning for the 
Sins of the Places and Times wherein we live, of 
the People and Churches whereunto we do belong, 
is eminently approved of God, and a Token unto 
themſelves, in whom that Senſe is, of Deliverance 
in a Day of Calamity, Ezek. 9. 4, 5, 6. To have 
Minds careleſs and regardleſs of the Sins of other 
Men, is a great Evidence of want of Sincerity in 
our Profeſſion of the Deteſtation of Sin. Many 
Pretences there are of it; as, That they will not 
hear us, we are not concerned in them; That they 


are wicked Enemies of God, and the worſe they 
are 
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are, the more will their Deſtruction be hafined. 
By ſuch Pretences do Men deceive their Souls into 
a Neglect of this Duty, yea, unto provoking Sins, 
ſuch as this is. 

It is a Matter of Sorrow unto them that truly 
fear God, and have any Concernment in his Glory, 
or the Honour of Chriſt, that the whole World, 
ſo far as we know, is filled with all abominable 


provoking Sins; it lies under 2 Deluge of Sin, 


as it lay of old under a Flood of Waters; only 
ere and there appeareth an Ark, that is carried 
bove it. Atheiſm, Antiſcripturiſm, Disbelief 
F Goſpel-myſteries, Contempt of the Religion 
which they themſelves profeſs, amongſt all Sorts of 
hriltians, the Loſs of ail publick Faith and 
Truſt, with a Litter of unclean Luſts, Ambition, 
ride, Covetorfſneſs, in many who have the out- 
ard Conduct of the Church, have ſpread them- 
ves over the Face of the Earth. When God 
hus deals with the World, when he gives it up unto 
his open profiigate Exceſs which now abounds in 
,it becomes unto all that truly fear him a Place of 
Darkneſs and Sorrow, which calls for a mourning 
rame of Heart, 
It is ſo much more as unto the Land of our 
ativity. From a Conjunction with this People 
h Blood, Language, Manners, Laws, Civil In- 
reſts, Relations, ariſing from the common Law 
Nativity, in a Place limited and bounded by 
rovidence unto elpecial Ends, we cannot but 
ave a great Concernment in their Good or Evil. 
is greater from hence, that the ſame true Re- 
gion hath been profeſſed in the whole Nation, 
ith innumerable Privileges accompanying it. 
| On theſe and the like Conliderations, the 
O 2 whole 
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whole Nation is laid under the ſame Law of Pro. | | 
vidence for Good or Evil. | 

In the Sin therefore of this People we are in a 
uliar Manner concerned, and ſhall be ſo in their | 
Sufferings. 
Whether Sin abound in the Land at preſent, # 
we have weary made Enquiry ; and nothing ſpo- Þ | 
ken before ſhall be repeated. If we have not | 
Senſe of theſe Provocations, if we endeavour not | 
to affect our Hearts with them, and mourn over!! 
them, we are very remote from that Frame which Þ 
God calls unto. | 
And this Mourning for the Sins of others ariſeth h ' 
from a double Spring; 
1. Zeal for the Glory of God. { 
2. Compaſſion for the Souls of Men; yea, fil f 
the weful calamitous State and Condition which} | 
is coming upon them, even in this World. | 
Surely thoſe who are true Believers cannot bu 
be concerned in all the Concerns of the Glory of 
God. If in all our Mictions be is afflictea, in | 
all the Sufterings of his Glory we ought to ſuffahk 
In the ble ſſed Direction given us for our Prayer, 
as unto what we ought to pray for, that which 
the firſt Place is preſcribed, as that which princ 
pally and eminently we ought to inſiſt on, is t! | 
Glory of God in the Santtification of his Nan ; 
the progreſſive Coming of the Kingdom of Chr. t 
and the Accompliſhment of his Will by the O | 
dience of Men in the World. If we are ſince 
herein, if we are fervent in theſe Supplicatlor 
js it nothing unto us, when all theſe Things 
quite contrary amongſt us? When the Name 
God is blaſphemed, and all Things whereon 
hath placed his Name are derided ; when the wh 
internal Intereſt and Kingdom of Chriſt are 
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poſed, and the ourward Court of the Temple 
given everywhere to be troden down of the Gen- 
tiles ; when all Manner of Sins abound in Oppo- 
fition unto the Vill and Commands of God; when 
the Earth is almoſt as unlike unto Heaven, as 
Hell itſelf; is there nothing to be mourned for 
herein? We are for the moſt Parr ſelfiſh ; and fo 
it may go well with ourſelves, according to the 
Extent of our Relations and Circumſtances, we 
are not greatly moved with what befals others. 
There is Evil enough herein; but, ſhall we be 
moreover ſo minded towards Feſus Chriſt, that, 
whilſt we are in Safety, we care not tho? his Con- 
cernments are in the utmoſt Hazard? If we love 
the Name of God, the Ways of God, the Glory 
of God in his Kingdom and Rule, we cannot but 
be deeply affected with the Suffering of them all 
in theſe Days. 

The other Spring of this mourning Frame is 
Compaſſion for the Souls of Sinners, and their 
Perſons alfo, in the Approach of calamitous De- 
ſolations. 

I am haltning to an End, and cannot inſiſt on 
theſe Things: This only I ſhall ſay, He that can 
take a Proſpect of the eternally miſerable Condi- 
tion of Multitudes among whom we live, and the 
approaching Miſeries which without Repentance 
and Reformation will not be avoided, and not 


ſpend ſome Tears on them, hath a Heart like a 


Flint or Adamant, that is capable of no Impreſſion. 
Seventhly, It is a Seaſon wherein we are called 
to a diligent, heedful Attendance unto the Duties 
of our Stations, Places and Callings, Duties in 
our Church-relations, Duties in our Families, Du- 
ties in our Callings and Manner of Converſation 
in the World. This is the Advice given by the 
Apoltles 
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Apoſile with reſpect unto ſuch a Seaſon, 2 Per. 
3. 13, 14. Seeing. that all theſe T bings ſpall be 
aiſſolvea, what Manner of Perſons ought ye to 
be, in all Manner of Converſation and Goalineſs ? 
Wherefore be diligent that you may be found of 
him in Peace, withont Spot and Blemiſh, With- 
out a ſacred Diligence in all theſe Duties, we can- 
not be found in Peace of the Lord Chriſt when 
he comes to judge the World, and purify his 
Church with a fiery Trial. 

Negligence, Coldneis and Sloth in theſe Things, 
are Tokens of approaching Judgments. And of 
ſome of them at his Day the Generality of Pro- 
ſeſſors ſeem to be almoſt weary of, and to attend 
unto them in a very indiiterent and overly Manner. 
But we may know affuredly, that if we thrive not 
in our Diligence in theſe Things, it the Vigour 
of our Spirits in Watchfulneſs be not engaged in 
them, we are not compliant with the preſent Calls 
ot God. 

Eighthly, It is required of us, that we cry ear- 
neſtly, continually, with Perſeverance, for ſuch 
an Efuſion of the Holy Spirit from above, as may 
diſpoſe and work the Iuhabitants of the Land unto 
Repentance and Reformation, 

That this is the only Way, the only Means of 
Relief, of a ſanctified Deliverance from deſolating 
Judgments, hath been declared : And this is the 
only Way which ſome of us have to help and aſſiſt 
the Nation-in its Diſtreſs. Wherefore, by a con- 
ſtant Continuance in Supplication for ſuch Efſior: 
of the Holy Spirit, we (hall have a threefold Ad- 
vantage ; 

I, We ſhall hereby diſcharge the Duty we owe 
unto the Lani of our Nativity, in ſuch a Way 
as none can deny or hinder, 1 
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We owe a Duty unto it on all good Accounts, 
Moral, Political, Spiritual. We are, for the molt 
of us, ſhut up from giving any other Aſſiſtance 
unto it, by Advice, Counſel, or Action; this is 
that which none can hinder, wherein the Pooreſt 
may be as uſeful and ſerviceable as the Mighty. 
And, if it be diligently attended unto, it will be 
far above whatever can be contributed by Wiſdom, 
Wealth or Strength unto the ſame End: For by 
this Means we ſhall be ſaved or periſh. _ 

2. It will preſerve our own Hearts in the beſt 
Frame for what we ourſelves may be called unto, 
He that is earneſt and fincere in his Supplications 
for the Communication of the Spirit unto others, 
ſhall not want bleſſed Supplies of Him in his own 
Soul: He will not withdraw from them, as unto 
themſelves, who fo eſteem, prize and value his 
Work towards others. 

3. We ſhall hereby give Teftimony unto God and 
his Grace, againſt the curſed Profaneneſs of the 
World, who reject and deſpiſe this only Means of 
Relief and Deliverance : For when all other Re- 
medies fail, if God will not utterly forſake a 
Church or People, he doth conſtantly affign this 
as the only Means of their Safety. See Fer. 31. 
31, 32, 33. Esek. II. 1), 18, 19. Chap. 36. 25, 
26, 2. This Way the World deſpiſeth, regardeth 
not; wherefore we can in nothing give a greater 
Teſtimony unto Goa, than by infiſting on this Way, 
with Faith and Patience, contemning the Re- 
proaches of the World on the Account of it. 

Ninthy, Let us labour ourſelves to be exempla- 
ry in Reformation, thereby to promote it among 
others. Let us plead and exhort what we will, u- 
leſs we give an Evidence in our own Perſons,” of 
the Neceſſity which we judge that there is of pre 
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fent Reformation, we ſhall be of little Uſe unto 
the Promotion of it. | 
Many Retrenchments of Liberty in Converſati- 
on may be made among the beſt of us; many Du- 
ties may be attended with more Diligence; many 
Cauſeg of Offence avoided ; many Evidences giyen 
ol a deep Senſe of deſerved Judgments, and of bur 
Reverenceof the Name of God therein; much Fruit- 
fulneſs in Charity and good Works be declared. 
I have heard, that in the Country, where a 
Man is look'd on to be a wiſe Man, and a geo? 
Husband, among his Neighbours, they will zoze+ 
the Times of his plowing, ſowing and manuring 
his Ground, and not undertake any Thing until 
they find him going before them in it. And if Men 
are look'd on in a peculiar Manner as Profeſſors of 
Religion at ſuch a Time as this, under Calls and 
Warnings from God for Repentance and Reforma- 
tion, the Eyes of other Men will be towards them, 
to ſee what they do on this Occaſion ; and, if the 
find them as unto all outward Appearance careleſs 
and negligent, they will judge themſelves uncon- 
cerned, and abide in their Security, Wherefore, 
ſafar as I know, if ſuch Perſons be not exempla- 
ry, not only in Repentance, but \ in the Evj- 
dence and Demonſtration of it by its outward 
Fruits, they may be and are the great Obſtructers 
of the Reformation of the Cities, Towns and 
Places wherein they do inhabit ; nor can any con- 
tract the Guilt of a. greater Sin. And if God 
ſhould bring an overflowing Scourge on the Inha- 
bitants of the Land, becauſe they have not turned 
unto him at his Calls, it is moſt righteous that they 
+ auld ſhare in the Judgment alſo, who were an 
G.-aſion of their Continuance in Security; a Mat 
ter we have all juſt Cauſe to tremble at. 
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